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Tomy good Friends and F ellowes, 
the (itty-Atbors. 


St of my buſieſt houres, 1hawe ſpared 
og ED SF] my ſelfe fo much time as to touch ſome 
Sd Y \4 | particulars CONCernmmneg Us, $0 approye 

| jo Wl our Antiquity, ancient Dignity, and 
S820 the trae w/e of our quality. That it 
EZE=S f, hath reedacydlus & haue deriued 
# from more then two thouſand yeeres agoe, ſucceſ/ine- 
ly to this age. That it hath beene eſteemed by the beſt 
and greateſt: to omit all the noble Patrons of the for- 
mer world, I need all:dge no more then the Royall 
end Princely ſeruices, in which we now live, That 
the wſe thereof is authentique, I haue done my endea- 
Wour to inſtance by Hiſtory, and approue by authori- 
fy. To excuſe my iznorance #1 affeeting no floriſh of 
Eloquence, te ſet agloſſe vpon my Treatiſe, 1 haue no« 
thing to ſay for my ſelfe but this: A good face needs 
no painting,& a good cauſeno aberting. Some cucr- 
curious hane too liberally taxed ws : and hee (in my 
thoughts) is held worthy reproofe, whoſe ignorance 
cannot anſwere for it ſelfe: 7 hold it more honeſ# for 
the guiltleſſe to excuſe, then the enuious to exclaime. 
nd we may as freely (out of our plainneſſe) anſwere, 


« they (ont of their peruerſneſſe obie) inſtencing 
my ſclfe by famous Scalliger, /carned Doctor Gager, 
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 TotheCitty-Adtors. 
Doftoy Gen tiles, and others, whoſe opinions and appro: 
wed arg uments.0n 0ur part,l hauc in my my diſcourſe 
avghly endiecd; becauſe I am loath to bee taxed in 
borrowing from others : and beſides, their workes be- 
ing extant to the world, offer themſelues freely to exery 
mans peruſall. 1 am profeſt aduerſary to none, I rather 
cout reconcilement, then oppoſition, nor proceedes this 
my labour from any enuy in me, but rather to (hew then 
wherein-theyerre. So wiſhing you inudiciall Audiences, 
honeſt Poets, and true gatherers, I commit you all ts the 


fulneſſe of your beſt wiſhes. 


Yours euer, 


T. H. 


FO 


L 
READER. IR 

| x 

FD x, Haue vnderrooke a ſubie& (curte- 

ASF; 1 ous Reader) not of ſufficient coun- 

Sl renance to bolſter ir ſelfe by his 


Us 


AEW« | owne ſtrength; and therefore haue 
IS ax Ry charitably reached it my hand to 
ee Hpport it againſt any ſuccecding 

Aduerfary. I could willingly haue committed this 
worke to ſome more able then my ſelfe: for the 
weaker the Combatant, hce neederh the ſtron- 
ger Armes. But in extremities, I hold it berter 
to weare ruſty Armour, then to goe naked ; 
et if theſe weake habilliments of. warre, can bur 
Pater itfrom part of- the rude buffets of our Ad- 
uerſaries,.I ſhall hold my paines ſufficiently guers- 
doned. My pen hath ſeldome appeared in Preſle 
till now, -I haue beene ener roo 1ealous of mine 
owne weakneſſe, willingly to thruſt into the Preſle: 
nor had Iar this Give Fae thata kindeof neceſſiry 
enioyned meto ſo ſuddena bulineſle. I will neither 
ſhew my ſeclfe oucr-preſumtuous,in skorning thy fa- 
uour, nor too importunatea beggar, by too ſeruilly 
increating it. Vhat thou art content to beſtow ypon 
ny 


Tothe Reader. 


my pains, I am content to accept: if good 4, 
they are all I deſire: it good ip hp nknm a 
thenT deſeruc: if bad opinion,l am ſorry Thaue in- 
curdit: if euil language, I know not howT haue me- 
rited it : ifany thing,l am pleaſed : ifnothing,I am 
| ſavisficd, contenting my ſelfe with this: I haue Joke 

no more then (had I beene called to account) ſhe- 


wed whatlI could fay in the defence of my owne 


-- 


quality. 


| Thine 
T.Hziryvoom. 


Firma valent per ſtuullun4; Machlene querunt, 
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In laudem,nec Operis,nec Authoris, 


| F Allor? en hc ſolu non ſolum grata Theatris? \ 
(Eſſepntes ſolir quanquam ditlata Theatri: ) 
Magna ſed 4 ſacro veniet tibi gratiaT emplo, | 
Parne Liber; proles bant infitianda Parents, 
DPlurimus huncnattus Librum de-pl:be-Sacerdos 
( ( opia Uerborwm cnt ſit, non copia Rerum ) 
ere tanto peter binc; quantum neg um vue 
Promere Menſ(e poteſt: nec in uns forſitan Anno. 
Da quemuis Textum; balba de Nare locutns, 
Protinut exclamat ( Nefandapiacula! ) inroe 
(Prob dolor!) Impictas nudata fronte vagatur/ 
Ecce bbrum{ Fratres ) Damnaudo Autbare Poetas 
Pejorem, nec Sol videt nec Verftings Tpſe '| |... » 
Hlarefiarcha valet componere-: uippe. Theatvs 
Hentitas loguitur laudes (0 Temporad!.) laudet 
1d:m/i notts eſt, Monachum, Monachiue Cucullam. 
Sacro quit Laudes vnquam Nomen-ve Theari-'.. ,._ | 
RepperitinC A N O NE? haudvilu.' Stolideſime, Dogma ' 
Non("ANONE M ſapit hoc igiter, ſed Apocryphon. Inde 
(Lymphatum attonito pettus tundente Popello, | 
Et vacuum quaſſante caput meſftumg, tents} \ ' | 


Sis multo rancum crovitans ſudoere 'Perorat; 
EIRIC- 3 TY T1 vg | Quod 
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Quod non dant Proceres dedit Hiftrio: nempe benignans 
| CHMateriam Declamanads, plebemg, docends, 
2 mii t amen hic Myſtes tragico qui Fulmina ab ore 
Torquet ? Num dottus ? Certe, Nam Metra Catons | 
© nattuor edidicit t etidem quoq; ( ommataTull!. 
[einnimg; catecheſin piſtoribus aque 
Fartoribuſg, Pysſcripſit. Liber Ptilis his, © us 
Bapriſtam ſimulant vultu, Floraliaviuunt: 
Queiſq; Supercilio breuior coma.Sed ventrandor = 
Grains Hic Latinſg patres exoſus ad vnum eſt; 
Er Canones damnans fit Apocryphus. Jritur intxr, 
Laudibrs +ACT ORIS multummord:tur. Ab illo 
(a) Hypocrita £:4#de ſud Fraud atur enim. Dui nſcit? Iniquum'ſt 
proprie perſo. Przterſe Scripto laudetur («) Hypoctita quiſquam. 
rarum hiſtrio- Fall2r? an hc ſolis won ſolum grata Theatru? 
Rem denotat. 
| Anonymus, Sive 
Peſſimus omnium Poeta, 


—__ 


To them thatare oppoſite to this worke. 


3 aſc your detraing tongues conteſt no more, 
Leaue off for ſhameto wound the Aﬀtors fame, 
Seekerather their wrong d credit toreſtore, 
Your enuy and detraRions,quire difclaime: 
| You thathaneterm'd their ſports laſciuious, vile, 
Wiſhing good Princes would them all exile; 
Sec here this queſtionto the full diſputed: 
Heywood, hath you,and all your proofes confuted, 


Wouldſtſce an Emperour and his Counſell graue, 
A noble Souldier ated to the life, 

A Romane Tyranthow he doth behaue 
Himſelfe: at home, abroad, in peace, in ſtrife? (cefle, 
Wouldſt ſee what's loue, what's hate, what's foule cx- 
Or wouldſta Traytor in his kind expreſlcy 
Our Stagerites can (bythe Poets pen) _ 
Appeareto yquto beetheſelfe ſame men, 
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What thotigh a ſort for /pight, or want of wie, 
Hate what the beſt allow, the moſt forbeare, 


What exerciſe can you defire more fir, * 
Then ſtately ſtraragemes to ſee and heare. 
'Whar profit many may arttaine by playes, 


Tothe moſt critticke eye this booke difplaies, - 


Brauc men, braue acts, being brauely ated too, 


Makes,as men ſcethings done, deſire to do. 


And did it nothing but in pleafing ſort, 

Keepe gallants from miſpending of theirtime, 

Ie might ſuffice:yet here is nobler ſport, 

ARs well contriu'd, good Proſe, and ſtately rime. 
To call to Church, Campani bels did niake, 
Playes, dice,anddrinke inuite mento forſake: 
Their vſe being good then vſe the Aktors well, 


Since ours all other Nations farre excell. 


Ar: HoOPTON. 
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To his beloued friend Maiſter 


Tzomas HzrvvonDp. 


5 Sume ſuperbiam que(itam meritis, 
Cannot, though you write in your owne cauſe, 
Say you deale partially; but muſt confeſle, 
(What moſt men wil)you merit due applauſe; 


So worthily your worke becomes the Preſſe; 


And wellour Atect,oep approue your paines, 
For you give them authority to play; 
Euen whilſt the hotteſt moe of cnuy raignes, 


Nor for this warrantſhall they dearly pay. 
a 2 


What 


#- 
. 
"a. 
- 
7 . 


Vid. Page g 


| AdoD 
60£c 1 


-3Vhat a full tate of Poets, have you cited, 
To iudge your cauſe? and ro our equall yeiw 
Faire Monumentall Theaters recited: | 
Whoſe ruines had bene ruin'd but for you. 


Such men who can in tune, both ratle and ſing: 
Shall veiwing this, either confeſſe 'tis good, 
Or ler their ignorance.condemne the Spring, Ss 
Becauſe'tis merty andrenewes our bloud; 


Be therefore your owne judgement your defence, 

Whieh ſhall approue you berter then my praiſe, 
Whilſt I in right of ſacred Innocence, 

Durſt ore cach guilded Tombe this knowne truth raiſe. 
», Who dead would not be ated by their will; 


» Ir ſeemes ſuch men haue ated their liues UL, 


By your friend TouNn WEB STIR. 


_ 
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To my louing Friend and'Fellow, 


Tromas HervvooOD. 


| f [þ-56 that do ſt raite atmefor ſeeing a play, 
How wouldft thou haue me ſpend my idle houres? 
Wouldſt haue me ina Tauerne drinke all day? 
Melc in the Sunnes heate? or walke out inſhowers? 


Gape at the Lottery from morne till euen, 

To heare whoſe mottoes blankes haue, and who priſes?” 
| Tohazzardallatdice(chancefix or ſeuen?) 

To card?or bowle?My humous this diſpiſes.. 


Bur thou wilt anſwer : None of theſe I need, 
| Yetmytir'dſpirits muſt haue recreation. 
| Whatſhall Idocthat may retirement breed # 
Or how refreſh my felfe? and in what faſhion? 
! METEDA RE I HE GG FT, 6 cl RT To 
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Todrabbe,to.game,to drinkeyall theſe T hate; 


Many enormous things depend on theſe, 


My faculties truely to recreate 


With modeſt mirth, and my ſelfe beſt ro pleaſe 


Giue me a play;that no diſtaſte can breed, 


Proue thou a Spider, and from flowers ſucke gall, 


I'l'clike a Bee, take hony from a weed : 


For I was neuer Puritannicall. 
T loue no publicke ſoothers,priuate ſcorners, 


That. raile 'gainſt letchery, yer loue a harlot, 


Whenl1 drinke,' tis in ſftghr,and not in corners: 
Tam no open Sainrt,and ſecret varler. 


Still when T come to playes,Tloue tofit, 
Thar all may ſee me in apublike place: 
Euen in the ſtages front, and not to git 


Into a nooke,and hood-winke there my face. 
«This «the d:fference, ſuch would hane men deeme, 
* Themwhat they are net : Jam what I ſeeme. 


Rich. Perkins. 
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Et others taske things honeſt: and topleaſe 


_ 


—_ 
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To my good friend and fellovy, 


Trzomuas Hzrvyoon. 


Some that pretend more ſ{triCtneſſe then the reſt, 


Thar in-ly loue what our-ly I deteſt. 
Of all the modeſt paſtimes Ican finde, 
To content me,of playes I make beſt vſe, 
As moſt agreeing with a generous minde. 


There ſceI vertues crowne.and finnes abuſe. ; 
Two houres well ſpent, and all their paſtimes done; 


Whats good I follow,and whats bad Iſhun. 


Chriſtopher, Sefton. 
33 


Exclaime on playes: know Iam none of theſe 


Ts 


| &Kdod 
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To my good friend and fellow, 


Truomas Harvvood. 


AueT not knowne a man thatto be hyr'd, 
Hou not for any treaſure ſee a play, 
Reele from a Taverne? Shall this be admir'd ? 
When as another but the cother day, 

That held to weare a ſurpleſle molt vnmeer, 
Yet after ſtood/at Pauli-croſſe in aſheet, 


Robert Pallant. 


_— — D —— 
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To my approucd good friend 


M. Tromas Hz x vy 00D. 


F thee,and thy e{pology for playes, 

I will nor much ſpeake in contempt or praiſe: 
Yetin theſe following lines Il'eſhew my minde, 
OfPlayes,and ſuth as haue 'gainſt Playesrepin d. 

A Play's a bricfe Epitome of time, 

Where man my ſcehis yertue or his crime 

Layd open, cither to their vices ſhame, 

Or to their vertues memorable fame. 

A Play's a true tranſparant Chriſtall mirror, 

To ſhewgood minds their mirth,the bad their terror: 
Where ftabbing,drabbing,dicing,drinking,ſwearing 
Arcallproclaim*d yntothe fight and hearing, 

Invgly ſhapes of Heauen-abhorrid finne, 

Where men may ſee the mire they: wallow in. 

And well Iknow'it makes the Diuell rage, 

\ To ſee his ſeruants flouted on a ſtage. 

A Whore,a Thiefe, aPander,or a Bawd, 

ABroker, or a flue that lives by fraud: 


An Vſurer, whoſe ſoule 1s in his cheſt, 

Vncill in hell it comes to reſtlefle reſt, 

A Fly-blowne gull, that faine would be a Gallant, 
A Raggamufftn that hath ſpent his Tallant: 

A ſelfe-wiſe foole,that ſees his wits out-ſtript, 

Or any vice that fecles it ſelfe but nipr, . 


Either in Tragecy, or Comedy, 


In Morall,Paſtorall, or Hiſtory : 

Bur ftraight the poyſon of their enuious tongues, 
Breakes out in vollyes of Calumnious wronges, 
Andthen a Tinker, ora Dray-manfweares, 

T would the houſe were fir'd about their cares. 
Thus when a play nips Sathan by the noſe, 
Streight all his vaſſails are:the Actors foes. 

But feare not man, let enuy {well and burſt, 
Proceed, and bid the Diuell do his worft.' '-- 
For Playecs are good or bad,as they are vs d, 
And beſt inuentions often are abus'd. = 


Yours env, 


Toun TayrLomk 


—_— 
_—_ 


The Author to his Booke, 


He world's a Theater, the earth a Stape, 5d compared 


Which God, and nature doth with ARors fill, by the Fa- 
Kings haue theirentrance in due equipage, thers. 
And ſome there parts play well and others ill. 
The beſt no better are(inthis Theater,) h 
Where eyery humor's fitted in his kinde, 
u 


"This a true ſubies as, and that a Traytor, 


Fheficſt applauded, and the laſt confin'd 
This plaies an honeſt man, and that a knaue 


| Adod 
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Apgentleperſon this, and/he aclowne 
One man is ragged,and another braue, | 
All men haueparts, and each man acts his owne. 
She a chaſte Lady aeth all her life, 
Awanton Curtezan another playes. 
This,couets marriage louc,that, nuptial rife, 
Both in continuall Aion ſpend their dayes. 
Some Citizens, ſome Soldiers, berne to aduenter, 
Sheepheards and Sca-men; then our play's begun, 
. When we are borne,anhd tothe world firſt enter, 
And all finde Exizs when their parts are done. 
If theathe worlda Theater preſent, 
As by the roundnefle it appeares moſt fit, | . 
Built with Rarre-galleries of hye aſcent, _ 
In which /choze doth as ſpeRator fit. IT : 
And chiefe determiner to'applaud the beſt, | 
And their indeuours crowne with more then merit. 
Bur by their cuill ations doomes the reſt, 
Th To enddiſgrac*t whilſt others praiſe inherit. 
No Theater, *  Hethar denyes then Theaters ſhould be, 


- ——JESt He may as well deny a world to me. 


Y COAT Thomas Heywood. 
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An Apology for 


Actors, and firſt rouchine 
their Antiquiry 


Oovsy bythe ſundry exclamations of 
many ſeditious Setiſts in this age, who 
inthe fatnes and ranknes of a peacoable 
Common-wealth, grow vp like vnſa- 
uery-tufts of grafſe, which though out- 
wardly greene and freſh to the eye, yet 
—>- arethey both vnpleafant & vnproficable, 
becing too ſower for food, and too ranke for fodder:Theſe 
men like the antient Germans, affeRing no faſhion but 
their owne,would draw other nations to-bee {louens hke 
them-ſclues, and vndertaking to purifie and reforme the 
ſacred bodies of the Church and Common-weale (In the 
trew vic of both which they arcaltogether Ignorir,)would 
bur like arileſſe Phifitions; for experiment ſake, rather mi- 
niſter pilsto poyſon the whole body then cordial to pre- 


ſerveany or the teaſt part. Amongſt many other thinges 


tollerared in this peaceable and Aloriſhing State, it hath 
pleaſed the high and mighty Princes of this Land to limit 
the vie of certaine publcke Theaters, which ſince many of 
theſe oucr-curious heads haue. lauiſhly 7g violently ſlande- 
red, hold itnota mile to lay open ſome few Antiquities 
to approue theerue vſc of them, with arguments (not ofthe 
leaſt moment)which according tothe weaknes of my ſpirit 
and infancy of my judgment I will(by.geds grace)commir 

to 
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An Apologic 


to the eyes of all fauorable and iudiciall readers, as well to 
fatisfie the requeſts of ſome of our well qualified fauorers, 
asto ſtopthe enuious acclamations ofthoſe who chalenge 
torhem-ſelues a priuiledge InueRtiue, and againſt all free 
eſtates a railifig liberty : Loath am I ( Iproteſt ) being 
the youngeſt and weakeſt of the Neſt wherin'T was hatchr, 
to ſoare Nis pitch before others of the ſame brood more 
. fledge, and of better winge then my ſelfe : but though they 

whome more efpecially this taske concernes , both for 
their ability. in writing and ſufficiency in Tudgement ( as 
their workes generally witneſle to the world: ) are content 
to ouer-ſlip ſo neceſſary a ſubiect, and haue left it as to mee 
the moſt vnworthy : I thought it berter toſtammer out my 
mind, then not to fpeake at all ; toſcrible downe a marke in 
the ſtead of writing a name, and to ſtumble en the way, ra- 
ther then to ſtand ſtill and not to proceede on ſo neceſſary 
a Tourney, Nox erat, * ſomnus laſſos ſubmuſit ocellos, | 

' It was about thattime ofthe night when darknes had al- 
ready. ouerfpread the world, and a huſht andgenerall ſy- 
lence poſleſt the face of the earth, and mens bodyestyred 
with the buſineſle of the day, beraking themſelues to their 
beſt repoſe, their neuer-ſleeping ſoules labored in yn- 
coth dreames and viſions, when tuddenly appeared to me 
thetragicke Muſe fe/pomene 

>——— a mOſ}a T ragedia. 

— C& mouit pittis imixa Cothwurns 

Denſum Ceſarie, terque quaterque ( aput: 

Her heyre rudely diſheueled, her chaplet withered, her 
viſage with teares ftayned, her brow furrowed, her eyes 
deieted, nay her whole complexion quite faded and alte- 
red ; and peruſing her habit, I might behold the colour of 
her freſh roabe all Crimſon, breathed, and with the inue- 
nomed iuice of ſome prophane ſpilt inke in euery place ſtai- 
ned: nay more, her busken of all the wonted Ievrels and 
ornaments, vtterly deſpoyled ; about wbich in manner ofa 


garter I might behold thelſe letters written in a plane and 
arge 
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large CharaQter. 

Behold my T ragicke Buskin rent and torne, 

Which Kings and Emperors in their tymes haue wor ne. 

This Ino | Neb had perus'd, but ſuddenly I might per- 
ceaue the inraged Mule, caſt vp her skornfull head: her eye- 
bals ſparklefire, & a ſuddainflaſh of diſdaine,intermixt with 
rage, purple her cheeke. When pacing with a maieſticke 
gate & rowſing vp her freſh ſpiries with a liuely and queint | 
ation, ſhee began intheſe or the like words, 

Grande ſouant tragici, tragices arcet Ira (, athurnos, 

Am 1 IMelpomene the bukend Muſe, 

That held in awe the tyrants of the world, 

And playa their lines mn publicke T heaters, 

Aaking them feare to finne, ſince fearcleſſe 1 

Prepar d ts wryte their lines m Crimſon Inke, 

end att their ſhamesrin eye of all the world? 

Haxe not I whipt Vice with a ſcourgeef ſteele, 

FVumairkt flerne Algriber ; ſham'd laſciuirons Luſt, 

Pl off the viſar from grimme T reaſons face, 

e-Tnd made the Sunne point at their vgly finnes? 

Hath not this powerfull hand tam'd fiery Rage, 

Kild poyſanons Enuy with her owne keene darts, 

Choak't up the Conetous month with monlten gold, 

Burſt the vaſt wonbe of cating Gluttony, 

And drownd the Drunkards gall ininice of grapes? 

I haxe ſbowed Pryde his pilture on aftage, 

Layae ope the vgly ſhapes his fteele-glaſſe hid, 

And made hin paſſe thence meekely : In thoſe dares 

When Emperonrs with their preſence grac't my ſceants, 
eAnd thowght nowe worthy to preſent themſelucs 

' Save Emperonrs: to delight Embaſſadours. 
Then did this garland floriſh, then my Roabe 
W ao the deepeſt Crimſon, the beſt dye: 


Cura Ducum fuerant alimregumque poetz, 
Premiaque Antiquimagna tulere Chori 
Who loage then-tuthe beſome of great Kingg.. 

B 3 


Wy; 


_L £0 
6O£E | 


For Actors; 


Saue he that had a gr awe Cothurnate Muſe; 
A ſtately verſe inan lambick ſ{ile 
Became a Keſcrs mouth.Oh theſe were times 
Fit for you Bards to went your golden Rymes, 
T hen aid [treadon Arras, Cloth of Tiſſue, 
Hung round the fore-front of my ſtage: the pillers 
T bat did ſupport the Roofe of my large frame 
Double apparrel1 in pure Ophir gold: 
Whilſt the ronnd Circle of my ſpacious orbe 
Was throng'd wth Princes, Dukes and Senators. 
Nunc Hederz fine Honore iacent. 
But uow's the Iran age, and 'black-mouth'd Carre, 
Barke at the vertwes of the former world. 
Such with therr breath haue blaſted my freſhroabe, 
Pluckt at my flowry Chaplet, towſd my treſſes. 
Nay ſome whom for their baſen:ſſe hiſt and charu d 
The Stage, 4s loathſome, hath long-ſince ſpued ont, 
Haut watcht their tume to caft inuenom d inke- 
\Toſtayne my garments with . Oh Seneca 
T hog tragiche Poet, haaſt thou lin'dto ſee 
Thi outrage dome to ſad Melpomene, 
With ſuch fearpe lynes thou wouldſt reuenge my blot, 
As Armed Od againſt This wrot. | 
With that in rage ſhee leftthe place,and I my' dreame, for 
atthe inſtant Iawaked, when hauing peruſed this viſion 
ouer and ouer againe- in-my remembrance,I ſuddenly be- 
thought mee, How many antient Poets, Tragicke and 
Comicke, dying many ages agoe liue ſtil} amongſt vs in 
their works,as amongſt the Greekes, Emripides: Monander. 
Sophocles, Eupolus,Eſchilus, Ariſtophanes,” Appeliodorne, Anaxan- 
arides, Nichomachus, Alexis, Terew-and others,ſoamong the 
Latins:eMtrilne,s Aﬀtine, Melithus Þ lantre, Terens,$ others - 


 Frhome fore breuity ſake I omit. 


Hos Edsſcit & hos arito fp Theatys 
Speitat Roma potens habet hos, numeratgue Poctals 
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eAnd mm their round Theaters mor to heave: 

Theſe orany of theſe had they liued inthe afternoone of the 
world, as they dycd cuen in the morning, I affure m 
ſelfe wold haue left more memorable tropheys of that lear- 
ned Muſe, whome in their golden numbers they ſo richly 
adorned. And amongſt our moderne poets, who haue bene 
induſtrious in many aneclaborate and ingenious poem, cuen 
they who pennes haue had the greateſt trafficke withrhe 
Stage, haue bene in the excuſe of theſe Muſes moſt forget= 
full Butleauing theſe, left I make too large a head toa 
ſmall body, and ſo miſhape my ſubieR, I will begin with 
the antiquity of Aﬀting Comedies, Tragedies, and Hyſto- 
ries, And firſt in the golden world, 

In the firſt of the Olimprads, amongſt many other aRiue 
exerciſes in which Her:wles euer trimph d as victor, there 
was in his 'nonage preſented vnto him by his Tutor in 
the faſhion of a Hiſtory,aed by the choyſe of the nobiliry 
of Greece,the worthy and memorable a&s of his father 
Iuptter. Which being perſonated with lively and well-ſpiri- 
ted ation, wrought ſuchimpreſſionin his noble thoughts, 
that in meere emulation of his fathers valor(not at the be- 
heſt ofhis Stepdame /wxo )he perform'd his ewelue labours: 
Him valiant Theſers followed, and Achilles, Theſens, Which 
bred in them ſuch hawty and magnanimous attempts, that 
euery ſucceeding age hath recorded their worths, vnto 
freſh admiration, eArsfor/e that Prince of Philoſophers, 
whoſe bookes carry ſuch credit, even in theſe our vniuer- 
{nies,that to'ſay Ipſe dixit is a ſufficient eArioma, hee ha- 
is Tm tuition of- young 'eAlexander, caufed the de- 
ftruCtioriiof Troy to be ated before his pupill, in which the 
valor of Achille: was ſo naturally exprifh thackt impreſt the 


hart of :L/-xander,inſo much that all his ſucceeding ations 
were meerly ſhaped 'afrer- that patterne; and it' may be 
imagined ' had eFehbilles never lived; Alexardey had never- 
conquered the whole world, The like aſſertion may be 
made of that euer-renowned : Roman | Tuhn Ceſar, Whor 

I after : 
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after the like repreſentation of Alexavuder in the Temple of 
Hereules Qtanding in Gades was neuer in any peace of 
thoughts, till. by his memorable exployts, hee had pur. 
chas'dto himſelfe the name of.e Alexander: as Alexander till 


| hee thought himſelfe of deſert to be called Achiller:eAchilles 
| Theſe, Theſeus till he had ſufficiently Imitated the afts of 


| Hereales, and Herewles till hee held himſelfe worthy to bee 


called the ſon of /xpiter, Why ſhould not the lives of theſe 
worthyes,preſented intheſc our dayes, eftcfthe like won- 
ders in the Princes of our times, which can no way bee ſo 
exquifitly demonſtrated, nor ſo liuely portrayed as by aRti- 


| on: Oratory is a kind of a ſpeaking picture, therefore may 


ſome ſay,is it not ſufficient to diſcourſe to the cares of prin- 
ces the, fame of theſe conquerors : Painting likewiſe, is a 
dumbe oratory,therefore may we not as well by ſome cu- 


. rious Pigmalion, drawetheir conqueſts to worke the like 
love in Princes towards theſe Worthyes by ſhewing them 


their pictures drawne to the life, as it wrought on the poore 


| Painter to bee inamored of his owne ſhadow; I anſwer this, 


Non mags expreſſi vult'u yer aheniaſigus 

Luam per vatts opus mores aninique VIYorum 

Clarorum apparent, 

The viſage ts no better cut in braſſe, 

Nor car the Carer ſo expreſſe the face 

As doth the Poets penne whoſe arts ſurpaſſe, 

T'o pine mens lives and vertues their ane grace. 

A Deſcription is only a ſhadow receiued by the care but 
not perceiued by the eyc: ſoliucly portrature is meerely a 


forme ſeene by the eyc, but can neither ſhew ation, paſh- 


on,motion,or any other geſture, to mooue the ſpirits ofthe 
beholder to admiration : but to ſee a ſouldier ſhap d like a 
ſouldier,walke,ſpeake,a&t like a ſouldicr: to ſeea Hedor all 
beſmered in blood, trampling vpon the bulkes of Kinges. 
A Troylus returning fromthe field in the ſight of his father 
Priam,as if man and horſe' cuen. from the Reeds rough. 


rogetnec 


fettockes tothe plume in the champions hel:net had bene 
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together plunged into apurple Ocean : To ſee a Pompey 
ride in triumph, then a Czſar conquer that Pompey: labou- 
ring Hanmball alive, hewing his paſſage through the 


Alpes.To ſeeas I haue ſcene, Hercules in 
hunting the Boare, knocking downe the Bull, taming 
the Hart, fighting with Hydra, murdering | Gerion, flaugh- 
tring Diomed, wounding the Srimphalid:s,killing the Cen- 
eaurs, paſhing the Lion, ſqueezing the Dragon, dragging 
({erberus in Chaynes,and laftly,on his high Pyramides wri- 
ting Nilvitra, Ohtheſe were fights to make an Alexander, 

Toturneto our domeſticke hyſtories, what Engliſh 
blood ſeeing the perſon of any bold Engliſh man preſen- 
ted and doth not hugge his fame, and hunnye at his valor, 
purſuing him in his enterpriſe with his beft wiſhes, and as 
beeing wrapt in contemplation, offers to him in his hart 
all proſperous performance, as if the Perſonater were the 
man Perſonated, ſo bewitching athing is lively and well 
ſpirited aRion, that it hath power to new mold the harts 
ofthe ſpeRators and faſhion them to the ſhape of any noble 


is owne ſhape 


and notable attempt. What coward toſec his contryman. 


valiant would not bee aſhamed of his owne cowardiſe? 
What Engliſh Prince ſhould hee behold the true portrature 
ofthat amous King Edward the third, foraging France, 
taking ſo great a King captiue in his owne country, quat=- 
tering the Engliſh Lyons with the French Flower-delyce, 
and would not bee ſuddenly Inflam'd with ſo royalla ſpec- 
tacle, being made apt and pi for the like atchieuement, So 
of Henry the fift : but not to be tedious in any thing. Owid in 
one ofhis poems holds this opinton,that Romulres was the 
firſt that broght plaies into Italy,which he thus ſets downe- 

Primu (ollicitos feciſts Romule Ludos. 

Cum inrit viduos rapta ſabina viros 

Tune neque marmoreo pendebant vela Theatro, &c. 

Which wee E nebſh thas, 

T how noble Romulus firſt playes contrines, 

T o get thy widdowed ſouldiers Sabine wywer. 


Tas 


De Arte Amany- 
di.i. 
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Inthoſe dayes from the marble houſe did ways 

No ſaile, no ſilken flagge, or enſigne brane. 

Then was the Tragicke [tage not painted red, 

Or any mixed ſtaines on pillers ſpred. 

Thin did the Sceane want art, th'unready ſtage 
Was made of eraſſe and earth in that rude % g 
 eAvont thewhich were thicke-leawd branches placed, 
Nor aid the e Audients hold themſelues diſgraced 
Of turfe and heathy ſods to make their ſeater, 

Fr mm'd in degrees of earth,and moſſy prates, 

T h:# plac'd in ord:r,euery Roman pry d 

Into her face that (ate next by his ſide ; 

And cloſing with her, ſenerally gan monte, 

T he innocent Sabine women to their lowe : 


e-T1d ts the piper Thuſcus rudely plaid, 


? 


end by thrice ſtamping with his foote had made 
A ſigne unto the reft, there was a ſhout, 
W hoſe ſhrill report pierſt all the aire about. 
Now at a ſigne of rape giuen from the King, 
Round through the bou'e the luſly Roman: fling, 
Leaning no corner of the (ame unſought, 
Tl excry one a friphtedwirgin caught. 
Looke as the trembling Dowe the Eagle flyer, 
| Cr ayong Lambe when he the Woolfs efpyers 
Soran the poere girles, filling th aire with Shreekes, 
Emptying of all the calour their pale cheeker, 
One feare poſſeft theme all but not one logke, 
T his tearer her haire, ſhe; hath her wits forſooke. 
Some ſadly (it, ſome on their mothers call, 
Sem: chafs, ſome flye, ſome ſtay,but freghted all. 
Thi werethe rau'ſy d Sabines bluſhing led 
(Becomming ſhame )unto each Romans ved, 
if «ny triad agarn#t t, ſtreight her man 
Would taks her on his kage (whom feare made wan ) 
Ard (ay; Whyweep*/t thou ſweet? what ailes my deere * 


Dry vp thife dropr,theſe clowds of ſorrow cleere, i £4 
Ta 


For Adors, 
Thebets thee sf thon thy griefs wilt [mother, 
Sach as thy father was unto thy mother. 

Full well could Romulus his Souldter: pleaſe, 
To ging them [uch faire miſtreſſes as theſe; 

if ſach rich wages thou wilt giue to me, 


Great Romalu,thy ſouldier I mill 'e. 
Romulus having ereted the walles of Rome, and leading 


ynder hima warlike Nation, being in continuall warre 
with the Saber, after the choyce ſeleRting of a place, fit 
for ſo famous a Citty, and not knowing how to people 
the ſame, his traine wholly conſiſting of | Souldiers, who 
withoutthe company of women (they not bauing any in 
their Army) could not multiply , bur ſe were likely thac 
their immorrall fames ſhould dye iflulefſe with their mor. 
tall bodies, Thus therefore Romulus deuiſed ; After a parle 
and attonement made with the neighbour Nations, hee 
built a Theater, plaine, according to the time; yer large,fir 
for the entertainement of ſo great an Aſſembly, and theſe 
were they whoſe famous iſſue peopledthe Cittie of Rome, 
which in after ages grew to ſuch height, that not Troy, 
founded by Darden, Carthage layed by Dido, Tyr builr 
by Agenor, Memphis made by Ogdous,T heberleated by ( ad- 
mus, nor Babylon reared by Semiramis, wereany way equall 
tothis ſituation grounded by Romwulws: to which all the 
diſcouered \508 A's of the earth after became tributa- 
ries, Andinthe noone-tide of their glory, and height of 
all their honor, they edified Theaters,and Amphi-theaters : 
ſor in their flouriſhing Common-weale, their publike Co- 
wedians and Tragedians moſt Aloriſhed, infomuch that the 
Tragicke and Comicke Poets, were all generally ad- 
mired of thepeople, and particularly euery man of his pri- 


uate Mecends. 
11 IMperante Anus 
guſto, natus eſt 


In the reigne of Avg»ſt Chriſt was borne, and as we 
In his dayes as before his birth, theſe ſolemnities were held 


in the greateſt eftimation. In /#/ins (e/ars time, predecel- jyperante 75. 
_- fortowfuguſtm, the fameus hony-tong 'd Orat 
pl) C 


floriſhed; 


or - Cicers berio erncifixys, 
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floriſhed ; who, amongſt many other his eloquent Orati- 
ons, writ ccrtaineyet extant, for the Comeasan Roſoing ( pro 
Koſcro ({omed» ) of whom we ſhall ſpeake more large here- 
| after. Theſe continued intheir honour till the reigne of 75. 
berius (ſar, andvnder Tiberins Chriſt was crucified, To 
this end do I vie-this aſſertion, becaule in the full and per- 
fe time our Sauiour ſoiurned on the! earth, euen in thoſe 
happy and peacefull dayes the ſpacious Theaters were in 
the greateſt opinion amongſt the Romans; yet, neither 
Chriſt himſelfe, nor any of his ſandtified Apoſtles,in any of 
their Sermons, Ats, or Documents, fo rauch as named 
them,or ypon any abuſe occaſion,touched them, There- 
fore hence (methinkes) a very probable and important ar- 
gument may be grounded, that ſince they,in their diuine 
wiſdomes, knew all the finnes abounding/in the world be- 
fore that time, taxt and reproued all the abuſes reigning in 
that time, and foreſaw allthe ations and inconueniences 
(ro the Church preiudiciall) in the time to come; Since 
they (I ſay) inall their holy dofQtrines, bookes,and princi- 
ples of Duuinity, were content to pafle them oucr, as 
things tollerated, and indifferent, why ſhould anynice and 
ouer-ſcrupulous heads, fince they cannot ground their cu- 
riouſnefle either ypon the old or new Teſtament, take vp- 
on themto corre, controule, and carpeat that, againſt 

whichthey cannot finde any text in the ſacred Scriptures? 
Inthe time of Nero (ear, the Apoſtle Paul was perſe- 
cuted and ſuffered, Nero was then Emperour, Paul writ his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, and at the ſame time did the Thea- 
ters moſt floriſh amongit the Romans ; yet where can we 
quoteany place in his Epiſtles, which forbids the Church 
of God,then refident in Rome, to abſentthemſeclues from a- 

ny ſuch aflemblies, 'T 1 

To ſpeake my opinion with all indifferency, God hath 

© notenioyned vs to weare all our apparrell ſolely to defend 
the cold:Some garments we wieare for watmth, others for 
ornaments So Id the children of Iſrael hang eare-xin gy in 
; | LES | cacy 
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their eares, nor was'it by the law forbidden them. That pu- 


rity is not look't for at our hands, being mortall and hu- 
mane, that is required ofthe Angels, being celeſtiall and 
divine, God made vs ofearth, men; knowes our natures, 
diſpoſitions and imperfections, and therefore hath limi- 
tedvs atime to reioyce, as hee hathenioyned vs atime to 
mourne for our tranſgrefſios. And I hold them more ſcru- 
ulous than well aduiſed, that goe abqutto take from vs 
the vſe of all moderate recreations, Why hath God ordai- 
ned for man, varietic of meates, dainties and delicates, if 
not to taſte thereon? why doth the world yeeld choyce of 
honeſt paſtimes, if not decently to vſe them? Was not, the 
Hare madeto be hunted ? the Stagge to be chaced; and ſa 
of all other beaſts of game in their ſeuerall kindes ? ſince 
God hath prouided vs of theſe paſtimes, why may wee not 
vſe them to his glory? Now if you aske me why were not 
the Theaters as gorgeouſly built in all other Citics of /taly 
as RemeY And why are not Play-houſes maintained as well 
in other Citics of England, as London? my anſwere is : It is 
not meet euery meane Eſquireſhould carry the part belon- 
ging to one of the Nobility, or fora Noble-manto yſurpe 
theeſtate of a Prince, Rome was a Merropoli:,aplace whi- 
ther all the nations knowne vnder the Sunne, reſorted : ſo 
is Londoy, and being to receiue all Eſtates, all Princes, all 
Nations, therefore to afftoord them all choyce of paſtimes, 
ſports,and recreations: yet were there Theaters in all the 
reateſt Cities ofthe world, as we willmore largely parti- 
cularize hereafter, | 
I never yet could read any Hiſtory of any Common- 
weale, which did not thriue & proſper whilſt theſe publike 
ſolemnities were held in adoration, Oh but(ſay ſome) Mar- 
c#s eAurelius baniſht all ſuch triuiall exerciſes beyond the 
confines of /taly.Indeed this Emperour wasa Philoſopher 
of the {et of Dzogenes, a Cinicke, and whether the hand of 
Diogenes would become a ſcepter, or a root better, I leaue 
toyour judgments, This Awrelizs was a great & ſharpe re- 
C2 prouer, 
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prouer, who becauſe the Matrons and Ladies of Rome; in 
{corne of his perſon made a play of him;in his timeinter- 
diftedrhe vſe of their Theaters. So, becauſe his wife Fau- 
fine plaid falle with him, he generally exclaimed againſt all 
women : becauſe himſc 1te could not rouch an Inſtrument, 
he baniſhr all the Mufitians in Rome, and being a mcere co- 
ward, put all the Gladiators and ſword-players into exile, 
And leſt his owne ſuſpeedlife ſhould be againe ated by 
the Comedians, as it before had beene by the noble Ma- 
trons, he profeſt himfelfe aduerfary to all ofthatquaiiy,fo 
ſeuere a reformation of the weale publike hee vſed, reſtrai- 
ning the Cicizens of their free hberties, which till his daies 
was /not ſeene in- Rome; but what profited this the weale 
publicke? do but peruſe the ancient Roman Chronicles, & 
you ſhall vndoubredly finde,that from the time of this pre. 
ciſe /Emperour, that ſtately City, whoſe lofty buildings 
crowned ſeuen high hilsat once,and ouer-peered them all, 
ſtreight way begantohang the head, by degrees the for 
reigne kingdomes: reuolted, and the homage done them 
by {range Nations, was in alittle ſpace ou abrogated : 
for they governed all the world, fome vnder Conſuls,fome 
ynder P:o-confuls, Preſidents and Pretors, they divided: 
their dominions and countryes into principalities, ſome in- 
to Prouinces, fome into Toparchyes. ſome into Tetrar- 
chyes,ſome'into Tribes,others into Echnarchyes : but now 
their homage ceaſt, Mares eAurehing ended their mirth, 
which prelaged that ſhortly after ſhould begin their for- 
row, he baniſhr'their liberty. & immediatly followed their 
bondage. For Rowe, whichtill then kept all the Nations 
of the world in ſubietiueawe,was in alittle ſpace awd e- 
ucn by the baſe{t nations. ofthe world. To leaue Italy, and 
looke backe into Greece, the Sages and Princes of Grecsa, 
who f6r the tefinedneſle of their language, were-inſuch re- 
putation through che world, that all other tongues were 
eſteemed barbarous; Thele that were the firſt vnderſtan- 
ders,trained ypthcir yourhfull Nobility to bee __— 

arring 
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barring the baſe Mechanickes ſo worthy jmployment: for 
none bit theyong Heroes were admitted that pradtiſe, ſo 
ro embolden them in the deltuery of any forraine Embaſſy. 
Theſe wiſe men of Greece(o called by the Oracle) could by 


their induſtry , finde out no neerer or direer courſe to 


plant humanity and manners inthe hearts ofthe multicude 


thento inſtruct them by moralized myſteries, what vices 20 
auoyd, what yertues to embrace; what enarmityes to a- 
bandon, what ordinances to ob{eriie : whole liues (being 
for ſome ſpeciall endowments in former times honoured) 
they ſhould admire and follow : whoſe vicious ations 
(perfonated 1n (ome licentious liuer) they ſhould deſpiſe & 
ſhunne : which borne out as well by the wiſedome of the 
Poet, as ſupported by the worth ofthe Aﬀors, wrought 
ſuch impreſſion inthe hearts of the plebe,thar in ſhort ſpace 
they excelled in civility and gouernement, inſomuch that 
from them all the neighbour Nations drew their patternes 
of Humanity, as well in the eftabliſhing of their lawes, as 
the reformat:on of their manners. Theſe "Mags and Gym- 
woſephiſte, that lin'd { as 1 may ſay) in the childhood and 
infancy of the world, before it knew how to ſpeake perfe- 
ly, thought encn in thoſe dayes, that Achon was the nee- 
reſt way to plant vnderſtanding inthe hearts of the igno- 
rant, Yca(bur ſay fome )you ought not to confound the ha- 
bits of either ſex, as to let your boyes weare the artires of 
virgins,&c, To which Ianſwere : The Scriptures are not 


alwayes to be expounded meerecly,accordingto the letter: | 


(for in ſuch eſtate Rtands our may.1e Sacramenrall Contro- 
ucrfie) but they ought exactly ro bee conferred with the 
purpoſe they handle. To do as the Sodomites did,vſe pre- 
oſterousluſts in prepoſterous habirs, is in thattext flatly 
and ſeuerely forbidden: nor can 1 imagine any man, that 
hath in him any taſte or reliſh, of Chriftianity, te be pguil- 
ty of fo abhorreda finne. Beſides, it is not probable, that 
Playes were meant inthat text, becauſe we read yotof any 
Playes knowne in that time that Dexteranomie Was Writ, 
WIN C3 among 
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among the Children of Iſrael, nor do T hold it Jawfullts 
beguile the eyes of the world in. confounding the ſhapes 
of cither ſex, as tokeepe any youthiin the habir of avirgin, 
or anyvirgin in the ſhape of a lad,ro ſhroud them from the 
eyes of their fathers, tutors, or protectors, orto any other 
ſiniſter intent whatſocuer. But to ſee our youths attired in 
the habit of women, who knowes not what their intents 
be? who cannor diſtinguiſh them by their names, aſſured. 
ly knowing,they are but to repreſent ſuch a Lady, at ſuch a 
time appoynted? | 

Do not the Vniverſities, the fountaines and well. ſprin gs 
of all good Arts, Learning and Documents,admit the like 
in their Colledges? and they (T afſure my ſelte) are notig- 
norant oftheir true vſe. In the time of my reſidence in Cams 


bridge, Thaue ſeenc Tragedyes, Comedyes, Hiſtoryes, Pa- 


Rorals and Shewes, publickly ated,in which Graduates of 

ood place and reputation, haue bene ſpecially parted: this 
15 held neceſſary for the emboldening of their /nnior ſchol- 
lers, to arme them with audacity, againſt they come to bee 
imployed in any publicke exerciſe, asinthe reading of the 


| DialeRicke, Rhetoricke,Ecthicke, Mathematicke,the Phy- 


ſicke,or Meraphyſicke Leftures, Itteacheth audacity to 
the baſhfull Grammarian, beeing newly admitted intothe 
priuate Colledge, and after matriculated and entred as a 


/ member ofthe Vniuerſity, and makes him a bold Sophi- 


er,toargue proet contra, to compoſe his Sillogiſmes, Ca- 
thegoricke,or Hypotheticke({imple or compound)to rea- . 
ſon and frame a ſufficient argument to proue his queſtions, 
or to defend any axioma, to diſtinguiſh of any Dilemma,8 
be able to moderate in any Argumentation whatſocuer. 
To come to Rhetoricke, it not onely emboldens a ſchol- 
ler to ſpeahe, but inftrucs him to ſpeake well, and with 
iudgement,to obſerue his comma's,colons, & full poynts, 
his parentheſes, his breathing ſpaces, and diſtinRions, to 
kceepe a decorum in his countenance, neither: tofrowne 
When he ſhould ſmile, nortomake ynſcemely, and ws" 
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ſed faces in thedeliuery of his words, not toftare with his 
cies, draw axvry his mouth, confoiid his voice in the hollow 


_ of his throat, or-teare his words haſtily betwixt his teeth, 


neither to buffet his deske like a mad-man,nor ftand in his 


place likealiucleſſe Image,demurely plodding, & without 


any./mooth &;formal moris. It inſtruQts him to fit his phra- 
ſes tohisaRion,and his aftion tohis phraſe, and his pro- 
nuntiation to them both, | 

Tully in his. booke ad (ainm Herenniam, requires fiuc 
thing3in an Orator, [nwention, Diſpoſition, Eloquutien Me- 
wory, and Pronmntiation, yet all are imperfe& withour 
the ſixt, which is 2 Aion: for be his inucn.ionneuer ſo flu- 


ent and exquiſite, his diſpoſition and order neuer ſocom- 


poſed and formall, his eloquence, and elaborate pou es 
never ſomateriall and pithy, his memory neuer ſo firme 8 
retentiue, his pronuntiationneuer ſo muſicall and plaufue, 

et without a comely andelegant geſture, a gratious anda 
didlary 6 kinde of ation, a naturall and a familiar moti- 
on ofthe head, the hand, the body, anda moderate and fit 
countenance ſutable toall the reſt, Tholdall thereft as no- 
thing. Adelinery & ſweet aQti6 is the gloſſe & beauty of any 
diſcourſe that belongs to a ſcholler. And this is the ation 
behoouefull in any that profeſfe this quality, notto vſe a- 
ny impudent or forced motion in any part ofthe body, no 
rough, orother violent geſture, nor onthe contrary, to. 
ſtand likea Riffe ſtarcht man,bur to qualifie cuery thing ac- 
cording tothe nature of the perſon perſonated:for in ouer- 
2Qing trickes, and toylingtoo nay inthe anticke habit of 
humors, men 'of the ripeſt deſert, greateſt opinions, and 
beft reputations, may breake intothe'moſt violent abſur- 
dities. Itake notvpon meto reach, butto aduiſe : for ir 
becomes my [umority rather to be pupild my ſelfe,thento 
inſtruc others, | 

To proceed, and to looke intothoſe men that profeſſe 
cherdfelues aduerſaries to this quality,they are none of the 


graueſt,and moſt ancient DoRors| of the Academy, bur 
= || onely 
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onely a ſort of finde-faults, ſuchas intereſttheir prodigall 
congues inall mens affaires without refpe&, Theſe T haue 
heard as liberally in their ſuperficiall cenſures, taxe the ex- - 
erciſes performed in their Colledges, as theſe aRtedon 
| eur publicke ſtages, not looking into the true & direR 
vie of cither, but ambitiouſly preferring their owne pre. 
ſumptuous humors, before the profound and authenticall 
judgements ofall the learned Doctors of the Vniuerfitie, 
Thus you ſee, that touching the antiquity of Actors and 
; AQting,they haue not beene new lacely begor by any vp- 
ſtart invention, but I haue deriued them from the firſt O= 
limpiads, and I ſhall continue the yſc of them euencill this 
preſent age. And ſo much touching their antiquity. 


"E 


Pars ſupereſt expti: pars efpexhauſfta liboris. 


Theendeof the firſt Buoke. 
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their ancienr Digniric. 


Taz Szxcond Books, 
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ro,the as famous Orator, amongſt many 
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imployment inthe Common-weale was ynneceflary: to 
whom/{J3cero anſwered thus: Content thee Ce/ar,there bee 
many heads buſied & bewitched with theſe paſtimes now 
in Rowe, which otherwiſe would be inquiſitive afterthee 
and thy greatneſſe, Which anſwere, how ſufficiently the 
Emperour | approued, may bee conieStured by the many 
uifts beſtowed, and priuiledges and Charters aftcr gran= 
ted to men of that quality, Such was likewiſe the opinion 
ofa preat ſtateſman of this land, ahout the timethat cer= 
taineBookes were called in queſtion, Doubtleſle there be 
many men of that remper,who were they not carried away, 
and weaned from their owne rayben and bad diſpoſition, 
and by accidentall meanes remoued 
dangerous and ſullen intendments, would be foundapt and 
prone to many notorious and trayterous praQtiſes, Kings 
& Monarches are by God placed Td inthroaned ſupra nos, 


aboue vs,& we are to regard themas the Sun from whom 
wereceiue the light to liue ynder, whoſe beauty & bright- 


nefſe we may onely admire, not meddle with : Ne wen 
cum 
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VLIVS CAS AR, the famous Con- 
querour,diſcourſing with Marc Cice- 


other matters debated, It pleaſed the 
Emperour to aske his opinion of the Hi. 


YL ſtriones, the players of Rome,pretendin 
——_—_——— I againſt them, as men hoſe 


and altered from their 
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ce Dis, they that ſhoot at the it rres ouer their heads, 
their arrowes jall direatly downe ard wound themielucs, 
Bar this alluſion may bee better referred to the vie of ai- 
O! 1promiſed | 1:1 0; third Treatiſe, Thcento their Dignity, 
which next and REC (by Gods grace) our purpoſe 
is to handle. . 
| The word Trandily, is derijued: from the Greeke word 
2p2356, Caper a goat, bb cuole the goat being a beaſt moſt in- 
iurivus to he vines, wis ſatrifiedto Bacch:s : Heer upon 
Di»ldyriuys writes, that T ragegies had their firft names from 
the oblarions ahe to Farchus; orclſc of 1:07, a kinde of pain- 
ting, which the Tragedians of the ola rime vſed to ftayne 
theif faces with. By the cenſure of Horace T heſpis was _ 
firlt Tragic ke writer. {8 
Horace, Arte I gnotigns Tragict genus invent F- Cament 
Paeticd. ', | Dititur,& planſtris vexiſſe poemataT heſpur.. 


| Thewnknowne Ta picks Muſe Theſpis fir/? ſought, 
e134 her ht gh Poems #n her Chariot brought. 
This The; /pis was an Athenian Poet, borne in Theſpina, 2 
free rowne in Bztiaby Helicon, ofhim the nine Muſes were 
called T heſpiades.But by the cenſure of Dnintilian, e/Eſchi- 
Fi was before him, but after them Sophocles and Emripides 
Poltd.Virgil. clothed their Tragedies 1n better ornament. Lining + Au- 
aronic:us was the firſt that writ any Rowan Tragedy,in which 
kinde of poeſic eAcctng, Pacwvinr, Seneca, and OWidrns EX. = 
celled. 

Ovid. dmarac. | Sceptra tamen ſumpſi F curaq; Tragedia noſtra, 

lib, 2, Elez, 18. . Creuit,at huic epers quamlibet aprus eram. 


The ſceptred Travedy thenproow'd our wit, 
And tothat worke we found v3 apt and fit. 


Againe, in his fift Booke de tri5tibus Eleg, 5, 


Carmen guod veſtroſaltarinoſtra Theatro 
UVerfibus &F plands ſcribis (amvce) cas. 


Deere friend thou writ'ft our Muſe is "mono ſt Ju fong,” ab 
And in your Theaters with planaits roxg. 
Likewiſe 


0 


* 
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Lijkewiſein his Epiſtle to Auguſtus, writ from the PONe 
ticke Iſland, whither he was baniſht,. , ' 
Et d:djmus tragicis ſcriprum regale { othurnis, 
Duzq, grauis debetverba Cothurnys habet, 


With royall file [peakes anr { athurnate Maſe, 
eA buthina phraſe in butkin d player we wſe. 

The word Comedy is deriued from the Greeke word 
Xue a ircet,and wi, Cantrs, a ong,aftreetiong as fgnifys 
Ing there was euer mirth in thoſe ſtreets where Comedies 
molt floriſhr, 

Hee paces habuere bone ventiq : ſecunat . 

In this kinde + L-5/tophaner, Empolis, Cratinus were famous 
after them Aenangder and. Philemon : ſucceeding them Cici- 
lins, Nentus, Plantus and Terentins. 

Auſaq; T uranitragicis innrxa ({ othurnis 
Ettaa cum ſocco, Muſa, Meliſfe emis. 


T urans; tragicke burkin grac'd the Flay, 
Meliſſa'es (.omicke ſnooe maae lighter way... 


The ancient Hiftriographers write, that among the Alex. Metapol, 


Greeker there were diuers places of exerciſes, appointed for 
Poets, ſome at the gratte of T ve(eus,others at Helicon, where 
they in Comedies and Tragedies contended for ſeueral pri. 
ſes, where Sephocles was aiudged yidtor ouer e£/chilgs: 
There were others in the Citty of Elz, where Adenaxdey 
was foyled by-Philomene, Inthe ſame kinde Heſiod is fayd 
to haue triumpht ouer Homer. So Corinnafor her excellen- 
cies in theſe inuentions, (called Mnſcalyrica)excelled Pine 
dairys the Theban Poet, for which ſhe was fiue times crow- 


ned with garlancs 1 b& 


The firlt publicke Theater was by Dionyſus built in «4. ] caters. 


thens, it was faſhioned in the manner 'of -a ſemi-circle, or 
halfe-moone, whoſe galleries & degrees wete reared from 
the ground, their ſtaires high, inthe mid{ of which did 
ariſe the ſtage, beſide, ſuch a conuenient diftance from 
the catth,thatihe audience aſſembled might eafily gy 
ed BT oh D 2 the 
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che whole projet without impediment, From this the Ro- 
mares had their firſt patterne , whichat the firſt not bein 
; roof |t, but lying: open to' all weathers, 2 nintus Catulus 
- was the firſt «that cauſed the out-ſideto bee couercd with 
linnen cloth, and the ia-fide tobee hung round with Cur- 
tens of filke. But when Iarcus Scauras was eAdilis, hee 
repaireait,and ſupported it round with pillers of Marble, 

{ aizs Curio, at the ſolemne obſequies of his fathcr,cres. 
Red a famous' Theater of Timber, in fo ſtrange a forme, 
that on two ſcuerall ſtages, two ſundry playes might bee 
ated at once, and yetthe one beeno hinderance or impe« 
dimentto the other; and when hee lo pleaſed the whole 
frame was artificially compoſed to meet in the middeſt, 
Which made an Amphitheater, h 

Pompey the great, after iis victories againit Aſerhridater, 
King of Poxtzr, ſaw in the Citty Mitelene a Theater of a» 
nother forme, and after his triumphesand returne to Rome, 
he raiſed one afterthe ſame patterne, of free ſtone, of that 
vaſtneſſe and receit, thar within his ſpaciouſneſle it was a« 
ble at once to receiue foureſcore thouſand people, euery 
one to fit,ſee and heare. 

In emulation of this ſumptuous and gorgious building 
Tulins Ceſar lucceſior to Pompeyes greatnefle, exceeded him 
in his famous ArchiteRure, hee raiſed an Amphitheater, 
{. ampo Martio,in the field of Mars,which as farre excelled 
Paompeyer,as Pompeyes did exceed { aiws Curzoes,{ nrivesthat 
of \ Marcus Scanrus,Scaurns that of Ynintus ( atulus,or Ca- 
txlus that which was firft made in eAthens by Dionſixr : for 
the Baſſes, Columnes, Pillars, and Pyramides wereall of 
hewed Marble, the coucrings of the Rave, which wee call 
the heauens (where ypon any occaſion their Gods deſcen- 
ded) were Geometrically ſupported by a Giant-like Atlar, 
whom the Poets for his Aſtrology, feigne to beareheauen 
on his ſhoulders, in which an artificiall Sunne and Moone 
of extraordinary aſpe& and brightneſſe had their diurnal, 
apd noctugaall motions ; ſo had the Rarres their true and 
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ceeleſtiall courſe ; ſo had the fpheares, which intheir con- 
tinuall motion made a moſt (weet and rauiſhing harmony : 
Here wcrethe Elements and planets in their deprees, = 
Sky of the LMoone,the sky of Mercury, Venus, Sol, Mars, 
Lapiter a4 Satarne; the ftarres, both fixed and wandering: 
and aboueall theſc,the firſt mouer,or promum mobile, there 
were the 12 fhignes;the hnes EquinoRiall and Zodiacal,the 
Meridian circle,or Zenith,the Orizon circle,or Emiſphere, 
the Zones torrid & frbzen,the poles articke & antarticke, 
with all other tropickes,orbs,lines,circles,the So/fitimm 8& 
all other motions ofthe ſtars,fignes, & planets,.In briefe,in 
that little compaſle were comprehendedtheperfe&modeN 
efthe firmament, the whole frame of the heauens, with all 
grounds of Altronomicall coniecture.From theroofe grew 
a loouer, orturret,of an exceedding alticude,from which an 
enfigne of filke waued continually, Pendebant vela Theatro, 
But leſt T waſte too much of that compendiouſneſſe Ihaue 
promiſeqin my diſcourſe, in idle deſcriptions, 1 leaue you 
ro: iudge the proportion of the body. by.che making of 
this one limbe,cuery piller,ſeat,f oot-pol Faire gary: & 
whatſocuer elſe belongs to the furniſhing of ſuch a place, 
being in coſt, ſubſtance, forme,and artificiallworkmanſhip, 
moſt ſutable,The floore,ſtage,roofe,out-(ide, & in-(ide,as 
coſtly as the Pantheon or Gepitols, In the principall galleries 
were ſpecialremote, ſelefed & choſen ſeats-forthe Empe- 
rour,patrerconſeripts, Dictators, Conſuls,Pretors, Tribunes, 
Triumviri,Decemviri, Ediles, Curules, and other Noble 
Officersamong the Senacors : all other roomes were free 
forthe plebe, or mulcitude, To this purpoſe. I introduce 
theſe famous Edifices, as wondring attheir coſt & ſtate, 
thus. intimaring, that ifthe quality of Acting, were ( as 
.fome propoſe) altogether vn worthy, why for the ſpeciall 
raiſe, and memorable imployment of the ſame, were 
founded ſo many rare-and admirable monuments : and by 
.whom were they ere&ed ? but by the greateſt princes of 


; their times,and the moſt famous and worthieft of them all, 
WIE 6, D3 *'  builded: 
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builded by him that was the greateſt Prince of the world, 
Inlins Ceſar at what time in his hand he grip'tthe yniuerſal 
Empire of the earth, So of Auguſtus Ceſar. 


Teſpice ludorum ſumptus Auguſte tworum 
Empta tibt magno 


Behold Auguſtus rhegreat pompe and ſtate 
Oftheſe thy Playes payd deerefor,at bye rate. 


Hec tu [p:daſti Felangdaq;ſepe a-difts. 


And could any inferiour quality bee more worthily e. 
ſteemed or noblier graced, thento haue Princes of ſuch 
 magnificenceand ſtate to beſtow on them places of ſuch 
ort and countenance,had they been neuer well regarded, 
they had been neuer {o ſufficiently prouided for,nor would 
ſuch worthy princes haue Rtriued who ſhould (by their 
oreateſt expence and prouiſion) haue done them the am- 
pleſt dignity, had they not with incredible fauour regarded 
the quality, I will not traverſe this too farre, leaſt I incurre 
ſome ſuſpition of ſelfe-loue, I rather leaue itto the fauou- 
rable conſideration of the wiſe, though to the peruerſneſle 
of the ignoraht, who had they any.taſte either of Poehie, 
Phyloſophy, or Hiſtoricall Antiquity, would rather ſtand 
. - mated at theirowne impudent ignorance,then againſt ſuch 
noble, and riorable examples ſtand in publicke defiance, 
> Iread ofa Theater built in the midft of the riuer Tyber, 
Nanding on pillers and arches, the foundarion wrought yn- 
der water like London-bridge, the Nobles and Ladyes in 
' their Barges and Gondelayes, landed at the very ftayres of 
the'galleryes. After theſe.they compoſed. others, but dif. 
fering in forme from the Theater, or Amphi-theater,and ce» 
uery ſuch was called Circas, the frame Globe-like,& mere- 
ly round. | 
+," Circus mhancexit clamataq: palma Theatriv. 
'',. And the yeare fromthe firſt building of Rome, five hun- 
* red threelicore and fetten, what time Spurins Poſthumas 
HOT [<4 Altinus 
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Albinus, and D uintus Martins Philippas, were Conſuls, Nee 
yo made one, and the noble Flammizsanother;but the grea- 
reſt was founded by Tarquinns Priſcus, and was called 
Crrens maximus : In this the Gladiators practiſed, the wide- 
nefle and fpaciouſnefle was ſuch, that in it they fought at 2 
Barriers,and many times ran at tilt. D:/ourecords cighteene 
Elephants flaine at once in one Theater, More particularly 
to ſuruey the rarer Monuments of Rome, neeretorhe Pan- 
theon (the Temple of the Roman Gods) at the diſcent from 
the hil Capitalings,lies the great Forum, by which is ſciruate 
the great Amphi-theater of T1:#-, fir{t erected by Veſpati- 
an,burt after(almoſt ruined by fire)by the Roman T ytws rare- 
- thaigarnrg It is called /olliſeus, allo a Cauea, which figni- 
c 


S aſcaffold, alſo Arena, a place of combate, by Siluianus qymianus, tis, 


and Prudentius, which name Tertwlliay, Pliny, Onia, Firms 19. 
e#1,and Apuleins likewiſe giue it, Ithad the title of Circa, 
Canlaand ſtadium, by Suctonivs, Cipitolinus and eArcadinr, 

. Cafſianui affirmes' theſe Theaters conſecrated to- Diana 

T anrica, Tertullian, to Mars and Diana, Murttallto Inpiter 
 Latsaris,andto S tigtan Pluto, whole opinion Minatins, & 
Prudentins approue, The firlt ſtructures were by the Tri= 
bune (aro, which Dio,h1b.37.2ffirmes, Vitrwvins bb, 5 faith, P1ny-116.36. 
AMulta T heatra,R om: [1 rutta quotannis,Of lultus {. tlars Am- 
phi-theater { amp? * Martio, Do { aſſius records, which Au- Dio Caſſius ib, 
guitus after patronizied , as Vitor remembers: of them, 43- 


- Whole charge Statilius Tanruraſhlted, of whom Duo ſpea- | 
keth thus O ruvese game Siarper, i. ABNO trbis, D '* C X X V. D:0.lib.51 


Pub.)Viftor forgets not Circas Flaming, and Suetonius re- Surtonis cap * 


members one builded by Ca/ionla,at Septa, whoſe building =. 


(landins ar firſt interdifted. Nero erected a magnificent Spiger 19.13, 


A 194; » 
Theater in the held of 1fars. Suetonius hib, Ner.12. mn 


Publias Uiftiy ſpeakes further of a { aſtrenſe Theatrum, 2 


Theater belsging to the Campe in the Coſitry of the -E/- 


quiles built by Tiberius Ceſar, and of Pompies Theater Pli- Pliny lib.36, 


»y witnefleth, The great Theater of Statiurbeing in grea- 4s 
*teſt yſe, was burnt in the-time of Nero, which Aphilinus 
| SET. thus 
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chus ſpeakes of, 5 1am) wi vgye avperay x91 7 See7p0r by-upu oxrunts; 
This was built inthe middeit of theold Citty, and after che 
combuſtion repaired by Ye/prian, Conſulats ſno 8, whoſe 
coyne of one ſide, bearcs the expreſle figure of his Theater, 
yet was it onely begun by him, but perteRed by his ſonne 
Tt, Entroptus and Caſſiodorys, attribute this place ſoly to 
Turns, but eAmrelizxs Vittor giues him onely the honour of 
the perfefting a place ſoexquiſitely begun :this after was 
repaired by Marens Anthonins Pius, by whoſe colt fayth 
Capitalinus, the Temple of Hadri.nus was repaired,and the 
great Theater reedified, which Hel/iogabalus,by the teſtime- 
ny of Lampridius,patronized,and after the Senate of Rome, 
rooke to their proteRion, vnder the Gordians, 

Touching Theaters without Rome, Lypſius records Thea- 
fracirca Romans, extruilapaſſim,cucnin Teruſalew, Herodes 
magnifiews & illuſiris rex nonvno lace Indee eAmphi-theatra 
eaificanit exſtruxit in ipſc. vbe ſacra,um mdn(as loſephns laith ) 
Apibarey azeper. Herod a magnificent and illuftrious King, 
not in oneplace of /adea, crefted Amphitheaters, but even 
4n the holy Citty hee built one of greateſt receic, Alſo in 
Greece;e Aſia, 4fricke, Spaine, France: nor is there any pro= 
uince in which theirancient ftrutures do not yet remaine, 
or their periſhing ruines are not ſtill remembred.In Italy, 


ad Lyrim campante Fluvium inxta Minturuas, remaines part _ 


of an ample Amphi-theater. 

At Pateobsr,a City by the ſca-fide in (ampania,8 miles from 

| . | Naptes,one, 

| At Copna,amagnificent one of ſallid Marble, 

At Alba in Italy,one. 

At Ocriculum in Vmbria one, 

At Yerona,onc moſt beautifull. 

At Florens,one whoſe compaſſe yet remaines. 

Ate Mhens in Greece, one of Marble. 

At Pola in Iftria, by the Haariaticke ſea, one deſcribed by 
' Sebaſtian Serlins. | | 
At Hyſpalii in Spaine, one built without the walles yl the 


For Adors; 

Th Twine at Veſuna one of ſquared Ronethelen pth 36; 
perches,or peles,the bredth 26, | 

At eArelate one. 

AtB wrdegall One, | 

At Nemau one, remembred by Ea/cb, in Eccleſiaflige Bi 
ſtoria. 

At Lyperi one, } 

Another among the Helueranr, 

The Yereneu/e Theatrum Marmoreum, erected before the 
time of Augnſtxe, a5 Torgllia Seramnain his deſcription of 
Veropa, records: but Cyraicu Anconitenus reports it built in 
the nine and thirtiethyeare of OZaxian. Caroline Sigonine re- 


ferres it eothe reigne of Maxime, whe faith, ſaximi- Sicon ®. ff 
#4» built Theaters in Adediolanum eAquilea, and Brixinm, Occidens. 


Thelike (ornelivne Tacitne 2. Hift. remembers in Placentsa, 
bur the defcripti6 of the Yerona Theater Lewinus Kerſmake- 
rss ſets downe, This the great King Francis anno 1539 
gaueto certaine Aſtors, who thirty dayes ſpace together, 
ay went inthe ſame the Acts of the Apoſtles, nor was 
ivlawfull by the Edi& ofthe King for any man to remoue 
any ftone within thirty poles of his ſcitnation, leſt they 
ſhould endanger the foundation of the Theater, 

The like haize been in Fexice, 14illan, Padna, In Paristhers 
are diuers nowin yſcby the French Kings Comedians, as 
the Bargonian,and others, Others in Maſſiba, in Trexers, in 
Magontia,in Apripma, and infinite Cities of Greece, Theber, 
Carthage, Delphes, Creet,P aphos, Epyrma, alſo in the Citic T.. 
dena,ſo at Cinil in Spaine, and at Madril/,with others, 


|  Atthe entertainement of the Cardinall Alphon/av, and Archduke At 
the Infant of Spaine into the Low-countryes,they were pre. 99%. 


ſented at eLutwerpe, with ſundry pageants and playes :the 
King of Denmarke, father to him that now reigneth, enter 
tained into his ſeruice, a company of Eng» (omedians, 
commended vnto him by the honourable the Earle of LZes- 


eefter:the Duke of Brownſwicke,and the Land(grave of Heſſen 


retaine intheir Courts certaine ef ours, ofthe ſame quality. 
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An Apology 
Fur-among the Romans they were in higheſt reputation: for 
in compariſon of their playes,they neuer regarded any of 
their ſolemnities, there /uds fanebres, there Floralia;Cerealia, 
Fugal:a,Bathinalia.or Lupercalia. 

Stowe, || Andamoneft vs, one of our beſt Exg/if Chroniclers re- 
cords, that when Edward the fourth would ſhew himſelfe 
in publicke ſtate tothe view ofthe people, hee repaired to 
his Palace at S+ /ohnes,where he accuſtomed to ſee the Citty 
Adors. And ſince then,that houſe Dy the Princes free gift, 
[hath belenged co the office of theReuels, where our Court 
playes haue beene in late daies yearely reherſed, perfeRed, 
and cotreed before they come tothe publike view of the 
Prince and the Nobility. Ouid ſpeaking of the” Fragicke 
| Muſe, thus writes. 


Venit & ingents violent trage dia paſſu, 
Fronte com: torua pallaiacebat huns: 

Lexa mans ſeeptrum late regale tencbat, 
Lydins apta pedum vin ta cothurnss habet.. 


Then came the Tragicks Muſe with aproudpace, 
Meaſuring her flow ſtrides with maieſticke grace. 
Hey longtraineſweepes the earth,and ſhe doth Pand, 

With bus kin'a legge,rough brow, and ſceptred hand. 


: 
4 
, 


| Wellknew thepoet what eſtimation ſhe was in with' A«- 
'guſtur,whe he deſcribes her holding in her left hand a ſcep- 


ter. Now to recite ſome famous Aﬀors that liued in the pre= 


CINCH,  ceding ages:the firſt Comediis were Cincins & Faliſens,the 
x ami firſt Tragedians were Aſfinutins, & Prothonius, Elius Donatus 
ingtius, 


= rn | his preface to Terence his Audrea,ſaiththat inthat Come- 
LAttilius, dy Lucius Attilins, Latinus Preneſftinus, and Lucins Ambinuius 
Latins. Turpio wereARors : this Comedy was dedicatedto (64,8 
Preneſtm. | ſuch were called Judi Megaleuſer,acted in the yeare that M, 
Te: Tp. © 8158s Was Edilis,8 Duintus Minntins Yalcrinr, SEM. Gle- 
pin. ' brio were Curules, which were Coiiſellers & chiefe officers 
: | in Row, ſocalled becauſerhey cuſtomably ſate in mo_ 

- O ; 


[1 - 


For Afors. 
of Tuory, The ſongs that were ſung in this Camedy were 
ſet by Flecws,the ſonne of Clodins, Terence his Ennmchus er Flat: 


ſecond Comedy was acted in the yeare L, Poithamur, and 
L. {ornelins were Edil. Carnles, Maron: Valeriur, 8 Cnins | 


Protinus, 


F amins Conſuls.The yeare from thebuilding of Rowe 291, 7 wax v1 


in his Adelphi one Protmmes acted,& was highly applauded, 
in his Heeyra Julius Serwins. Cicero commends one Rupili- Offic.1. 


ua rare Tragedian:I read of another called eFroſſur, ano- Rupiline. 
ther called Theocrines, who purchaſed him a great applauſe 49s. 


in the playes called Terentins, There were other playes in Theocrines, 


Rome,called + Aitiaand Pythia, made inthe honour of e4- 
pow, for killing the Dragon Python. Inthoſe one «/£ſopus 1xſopys. 
are the praiſe ,aman generally eſteemed, who left behind 
-him much ſubſtance,which (lodbns his ſonne after poſleſt, 
: Que granite Eſopns,que dottus Roſſins egit. 
Labericus was an excellent Poet,and arare Actor, who 7 abericys. 
writ abooke of the | mw & action to be vſed by the Tra- 


gedians and Comedians in performance of euery part in 
his native humor, Plautxs himſelfe was ſo inamored ofthe 


Actors inhis dayes, that hee publiſhed many excellent and 


exquiſite Comedies, vet extant, Ar:ifetle commends one 
q Je f Theodorete:. 


T heodoretes to be the beſt Tragedian in his time, This in the 
preſence of eAlexandey perſonated eAchilles, which ſo de- 
l:ghted the Emperour,that hee beſtowed on hima penſion 
of qaauque mille Drachme, five thouſand Drachmaes, and e- 
uery thouſand Drachmaes-are twenty nine pounds, three 
ſhillings, foure pence ſterling. 

Roſſins,whom the eloquent Orator,& excellent ſtateſman 
of Rome, Marcus Cicero,tor his elegant pronuntiatis & for- 
mall geſture called his iewell, had from the common Tre. 
ſury of the RemanExchequer,a daily pention allowed him 
of ſo'many Seftertij as in our coine amount to 16 pound & 
a-marke,orthereabouts,which yearcly did ariſe to any no- 
ble mans reuenues, So great was thefame of this Roſciws, 
and {o good his eſtimation, that Tearned Cato made a que= 


ſtion whether Cieerocould write better then Roſcinsicould 
E 2 ſpeake 
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| An Apology 


ſpeake and aA, or Reſins ſpeake and aQt better then {oers 
write, Many times when they had any important orations, 
to be with an audible andloud yoyce deliuered tothe peo- 
ple,they imployedthe tongue and memory of this excel. 
lent Actor,to whem for his. worth; the Senate granted ſuch 


large exhibition.  mnn— Mt PerM.Cere VOces, 


Enaluene ſonnm referunt quem niſtra Theatra, 
Gorganum mugire puter new aut mare T hu{cam, 
T anto curs flrepitn buds (pectuntur Of aries, 
Wat woyce can be compared with the ſound, 
Our Theaters from their deeper concanes ſend, 
For their rewerberate murnnres ceme to drownd 
T he Gorgan wood when the proud wind:s contend. 
Or whenrough ſtormes the Thaſcan bullowes raiſe, 
With ſuch lond oy they ring our Art s and Player, 
To omit all the DoRors, Zawnyes, Pantaloones, Har- 
lakeenes, in which the French, but efpecially the /taliaxs, 


haue beene excellent, and according to the occafion offered ' 


to do ſome right to our Engliſh ARors, as Knell, Bentley, 
Mis Wilſon, Croſſe, Lanam, and others: theſe,fince I neuer 
fawthem,as being befere my time, I cannot(as an eye-wit- 
neſle of their defert) giue them that applauſe, which no 


| doubt,they worthily merit, yer by the report of my U- 


ditial auditors,thcir performance of many parts haue been 
ſo abſolute, that it were a kinde of finne to' drowne their 
worths in Lethe, and not commit their(almoſt forgotten ) 
names to eternity. Heere I muſt needs remember Tarleton, 
in histime gratious with the Queene his ſoucraigne, and 
in the x9: generall applauſe, whom ſucceeded YF/. 
Kemp,as welin the fauour ofher Maiefty,as in the opinion 
& goodthoughts of the generall audience. Gabriel,Singer, 
Pope, Phillips,Sly,all the right I can dothem,is but this,that 
though they be dead, their deſerts yer live intheremem-: 
brance of many, Among ſo many deadlet me not _ 
ane yetaliuein his cime x moſt worthy famous, Mai 
Edvard 4kn, To omit theſe, as alſoſuch as for diuers 
MOOT FL ATT OR TTY CT | anpetrepinges 
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For- Aftors; 


imperfeRions,may be thought inſufficientfor the quality? 
Actors ſhould be men pick'd outperſonable, accordingto 
the parts they preſent,they ſhould be rather ſchollers, that 
though they cinot ſpeake well, know how to ſpeake,orelſe 
to haue that yolubility, that they can ſpeake well, though 
they vnderſtand not what, & fo bor imperfeCtions may by 
inftructios be helped & atnended:but where a good tongue 
& a good conceit both faile,there can neuer be good ator. 
I alſo could wiſh,that ſuch as are codemned for their licen- 
tioufnefſe,might by a generall conſent bee quite excluded 
eur ſociety : Ne as we are menthat ſtand in the broad eye 
of the world,ſo ſhould our manners, geſtures, and behaui- 
ours, ſauour of ſuch gouernment and modeſty, ro deſerue 
the good thoughts and reports of all men, andto abide the 
ſharpeſt cenſures cuen of thoſe that are the greateſt oppo- 
fites to the quality, Many amongſt vs,I know,to be of ſub. 
ſtance, of gouernment, of ſober liues, andremperate car- 
riages,houſe-keepers,and contributarytoall duties enioy-. 
ned them, equally with them that are rank't with the moſt 
bountifull; and if amongR ſo many of ſort,there beany few 
degenerate from the reſt ir that good demeanor, which is 
both requiſite & expeted at their hands, let me entreat you 
not to cenſure hardly of all for the miſdeeds of fome, but r2- 
ther to excuſe ys,as Owiddoth the generality of women, 
Parcite paxcarnm difundere crimen in ones, 
Spettetur merits queq; puella ſus. 

For ſome offeuders( that perhaps are few) 

Spare in your thoughts to cenſure all the crew, 

Since enery breaſt containes a ſundry ſpirit, 

; Let eneryone be ceuſur'd as they merit, 

Others there are of whom ſhould you aske my opinion, I 
muſt refer youto this, (ouſule Theatrum, Here I might take 
fit opportunity ts reckon vp all our Emghb writers, & com- 
pare ther wich the Greeke, French, Italian, & Latine Poets, 
not only in their Paforall, Hi/toricall, Elepeicall, 8 Heroicalt 
Potms,butintheir Tragioa/l,& (omviceltubics,but it was 
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my-chance to happey'on thelike leatnedly doneby an ap= 
proued good ſcholler,ina booke called Fize Comon-wealth, 
to which treatiſe I wholy referre-you,returning to ourpre- 
ſent ſubie&, [niins Ce/ar Lim elfe for his pleaſure became an 
AQor,being in ſhape,ftate,voyce, iudgement,and all other 
occurrents,exterior and interior exce lent, Among many 
other parts ated by him in perſon, it is recorded of him, 


' thatwith generall applauſe in his owne Theater he played 


Herenles Furexr,and amongſt many other arguments of his 
compleatueſſe, excellence, and extraordinary care in his 
aQion, it is thus reported of him : Being in the depth ofa 
paſſion,one of his ſcruants(as his part theh fell out)preſen= 
ting Lychas,who before had from Deiancire brought him 
the poyipycy ſhirt, dipt in the bloud of the Centaure Neſ- 

in the middeſt ofhis torture and fury, finding this 


| Zzchabidin aremote corner (appoynted him to creep in- 


to of purpoſe) pin he was, as our. Tragedians yſe, but 
ſecmingly to kill him by ſome falſe imagined wound, yer 
was Ceſar ſo extremely carryed away with'the violence of 
his praRtiſed fury,and by the perfect ſhape of the madneſle 
of Herener,to which he had faſhioned all his ative ſpirits, 
thathe flew him dead at his foot, & after ſwoong him rerg; 
guaterg; (as the Poer ſayes) about his head. It was the man» 
neroftheir Emperours, inthoſe dayes, in their publicke 
Tragedies to chooſe out the fitteſt amongſtſuch, as for ca- 
vicd offences 1werecondemned to dye,and imploy them in 
ſuchparts as weretobe kil'd inthe Tragedy,wh-: of them- 
ſelues would makefuitratherſo to dye with reſolution,and 
by the hands of ſuch-princely Aors,then otherwiſe to ſuf- 
fera ſhamefull & moſt deteftable end. And theſe were Tra- 
pedies naturally performed, And ſuch { aws Caligela, Clane 
dius Nero Vitellins, Domutiarnns,Comoanr,& other Emperours 
of Rome, vpon their feſtiuals and holy daics of greateſt con- 
ſecratian,vfedro.a&. Therefore M. Kid inthe Spanys Tra- 
gedy, ypon.accafian preſenting itfelfe, chus writes,  - 
. 1: WhyNeporbowg/x it no di/paragement, 
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For Actors, - 
."* . fn Ringt and Emperonrs haut tant detiyht, - - - 
' To mabeexperience of their wits inplayes. | 

. Theſe exerciſes, as rraditions, hane beene fince(though in 
better manner)continued throughall ages, amongf all the 
nobleſt Natjons ofthe carth, But I haue promifſ > tobe al- 
together i 59.9 pep; Ve gthat what before is diſ- 
courſt, may for the practiſe of playes, their eAyriquiry,and 
Dignity be a'together ſufficient, I omit the ſhewes and ce- 
remonies euen intheſe times generally yſed amongſt the 
Catholikes, in which by:the Churchmen & moft religious, 
divers pageants,as of the Natinity, Paſhon,and Aſcention, 
with other Hiftoricall places of the Bible, are at diuers 
times' & ſeaſons of the yeare vſually celebrated; /ed hze pre- 
Zerwe. Inthe yeare of the world 4207, of Chrift 246. Or:- k 
22: Writ certaine godly Epiſtles to Phitip, then Emperour 
of Reme, who was the firſt Chriſtian Emperour, andin his 
life I reade,thatinthe fourthyeare of hisreigne,which was 
the rooo.yearcafterthe building of Rome. he foleinHized 
that yeare, as'a Tubilee with ſumptuous /pageants-and 
| nt \Homer,the moſt excellent of all Poets, compoſed 

is Illiads in the ſhape ofa Tragedy, his Odiſſeas like a Co- 
medy. Virgin the firſt ofhis Execiads, inhis deſcription 
of Didoes (artbage. T-ASE 
; ain —— hc altaT heatris 

F undamenta locant aly immane(q; Columns, 
Rupibus excidunt ſcents decora alta futarts. 
Whichproues,tharin thoſe Jayes immediatly after the 

ruine of Trax, when Carthagehad her firſt foundation, they 
builc Theaters with ſtately columnes of ſtone, as inhis de- 
ſcription may appeare; I haue ſufficiently diſcourſt of the 
firſt Theaters, and in whoſe times they were erced, cuen 
till thereigne of /ulixr Ceſar,the firlt Emperour, and how 


: 


they continued intheir glory from him till the reigne of 
een Aurelins.the 23|Emperour,and from him euen to 
theſe times/Noaw to prouc they werein as hi oh eftimation 
3 Laredemon, and eMihensiwvothe moſt famous Cue 
revs + 


An Apology 


nalip,Chtemneftraand Autiopa,proceeding inthe ſame place 
with this worthy & grape ſentence, Erge Hiftriohec videbis 
5% ſcena,quod non videbit ſapient in vita? (hall a Tragedian ſee 
that in his Scene which a wiſe man cannot ſee in the courſe 
of his life? So in another of his workes,amongft many in- 
ftruRions to his ſonne Mares, he applauds Twrpio eAmbi- 
#in;for his ation,Sratins, Newins,and Plants for their wri- 
ting, Owidin eAuguſinm. 
Luminibuſq; twi totus quiburviitur orbir, 
Seenica vidiſis luſus adniteria, | 
T hoſe e141 with which you all the world ſuruay, 
See in yoar T heaters our eAtors play. 
 eMuguſtns Ceſar, becauſe he would haue ſome memory 
, of his loue to thoſe places of paſtime,reared in Rome two 
ſtately Obeliſci,orPyramides, onein an (90 Temple 
inthe field of Mars, another in the great Theater, called 
. Givay Anime halle by FlanyactT egy in Regaran 
| Unare 
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hbndred.cubits apeece, in bredrh foure cubirs, they were 
firſt raiſed by King Pheronin the Temple of the Sunne,and 
aſterremaucdto Rome by --Tupuſtur: the occalion of their 
firſt compoſure was this : Pheros for ſome great crime, 
committed byhim in his youth againſt the/Gods, was by 


them firooke blinde, and ſo continued the ſpace of ten 


eares : but after by a reuelation-intheCirty Bucs, it was 
rold,thar if| he waſht his eyes in the water of a woman that 
was chaſte, and neuer adulterately touch't with any ſaue 
her husband, he ſhould againe recouer his ſight : the King 
firft cride his wife, then many other of the moft graue and 
beſt reputed matrons, but continued ſill in deſpaire, till ar 
length hee mer with one vertuous Lady, by whoſe cha« | 
Rity his fight was reſtored; whom(hauing firſt come 
manded his 2 zecxe and the reſt ro be conſunged 
withfire)he after married. Pheron in memo. 
ry ofthis, builded his two Pyramides, © 
after remoucd to Rowe by 
AvGvsTvs. 


Santtaq; maieſftas & erat venerabile nomen, ' 
Vatibugo——— ES [ot 


; The end of the ſecond Booke, 
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Y pogeics and Comedies, ſaith Donatus, 
their beginning 4reb dinimir, from 
diuine ſacrifices, they differ thus : In Co- 
medies, turbulenta prima, tranquilla vitima, 
Q Ef{inTragedyes, tren; nilla prima, turbulenta 
GIF ms, Comedies begin. in trouble, and 
end inpeace; [rapediesbepin in caltnes, and endin tem- 
elt, Of Comedies Adre'ble Mak kindes, mouing Come- 
dies, called CMotorie, Rtanding Comedies, called Sratariz, 
or mixtbetwixt both, called Me : they are diſtributed 
into foureparts,the Prologee,that is,the preface;the Prota- 
fs, that is, the propoſition, which includes the firſt AR, 
and preſents the Actors ; the Epitaſir, which is the buſineſſe 
and body of the Comedy; the laſtthe {a1aſtrophe, and con- 
elufion: the definition of the Comedy, according tothe 
Latins: a dicourſe confiſting of diuers inſtltucions, come 
prehending| ciuill and domeſticke things, in which is 
taught, what in ourliues and manners is tobe followed, 
what to bee auoyded, the Greekes define ir thus : 
Koda ifir ifornudy 204 mnMmay pay paner ax doe opera. Crecre 
faith, a Comedy is the imitation of life, the glafſe of cu- 
Kome, and the 1mage of truth, in «Lhexs they had their 
firſt originall, The ancient Comedians yſed to attire their 
aQors thus:the old men in-white,asthe moſt ancient ofall, 
theyong men in party-coloured garments, to note their 
diuerficy of thoughts, theix ſlaues and ſeruants in thin ma 
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bare veſtureg either to note their pouetty, or that they 
mightrun the more lighter abouttheir affaires : their Par. 
Wy 4 wore robes that were turned in, and intricately 
wrapped about them; the fortunate in white, the diſcon- 
tentedin decayed yefture, or garments, growne out of fa. 
ſhion; the rich in purple, the poore in crimſon, ſouldiers 
wore purple iackets, hand-maids the habits offtrange vir 
gins, bawds,pide coates,and Curtezans, garments of the 
colour of mud, to denote their couetouſneſſe: the ſtages 
were hung with rich Arras, which was firſt brought from 
King eAttalu into Rome : his ſtate-hangings were ſo coſt- 
ly, thatfrom him all Tapeſtries, and rich Arras were cal- 
led Artalin, This being athing ancient as Thaueprouedir, 
next of dignity, as many arguments haue confirmed it,and 
now euen in theſe dayes by the beſt,withourt exceprion, fa- 
uourably tollerated, why ſhould I yeeld my cenſure,groun- 
ded on fach firme and cftabliſhrt ſufficiency,to any Tower, 
founded on ſand, any caſtle built in the aire, or any triuiall 
vpſtarr,and meere imaginary opinion. 
| Oderunt Hilarem trifies triſtemq; tocoſs, 
I hope there is no manot ſo ynſcnſible a ſpirit, that can 
inueigh againſt the true ahd dire vſe of this quality: Oh 
burfay they, the Rowaxerin their time, and ſome in theſe 
dayes haue abuſed it, andtherefore we volly outour excla- 
mations againſt the vſe. Oh ſhallow! Becauſe ſuch aman 
had his houſe burnt, we ſhall quite condemne the vſe 
of fire, becauſe one manquaftpoyſon, we muſt fo: beare to 
drinke, becauſe ſome haue beene ſhipwrak't, no man ſhall 
hereafter trafficke by ſea, Then I may as well arguethus:he 
cut his finger, therefore muſt I weare no knife, yond man 
fell from his horſe,therefore muſt Itrauell afoot; that man 
ſurfeired, therfore dare notI cate, What can appeare more 
abſurd thenſucha groſſe and ſenceleſſe afſertion? I could 
turne this ynpoynted weapon againſt his breaſt that aimes 
It at mine, and reaſon thus : Reſcins had a large penſion al» 
lowed himby ttt Lenate of Rewe,why ſhould nor an _ 
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An Apology 

of the like deſert, have rhe like allowancenow? orthis, the 
moſt Famous City and Nation in the worid held playes in 
greac admiration: \Erg.,bur it is arule in Loyicke, Expart:. 
catirebus mbit fit, Theſe are! not the Baſſes we mult build 
ypon,nor the columnes thatmuſt ſuppart our architeQure, 


Et Litre, canta, precinoitar enſe vidtor, 
11le ſed inſid: w,h1e fibrportat open. 
Both theeues and truc-men, weapons weave alike. 


Th one to defend, the other comes to ſtrike. 


Letys vſe fire to warme vs,not to fcortchvs,tomake rea- 
dy our neceſlaries, not to burne our houſes : kt vs drjnke 
to quench our thirſt, not to ſurfer; and eate ta ſatisfiena» 
ture, notto gormondize., | 


| — Corrdtaretta i mente legater, 


Conflabit nx/l: prſſe nocere —— 

Playes are in uſe as they are unaer/tood, 

Spectators eyes may make them bad if 0p 

Shall we condemne a generallity for any one particulat 
miſconſtruRion? giue. me then leaue to argue thus : A- 
moneft Kings hauethere not beene ſome tyrants ? yet the 
office ofa King is the image of the Maieſty,of God, A- 
monglt true i obiedts haue there not..crept- in ſome falſc 
traitors ? euen'amongſt the rwelue there was one. /wfdas, but 
ſhall we for hisfault,cenfure worſe of the eleuen? God for- 
bid: artthouPrince or Peaſant? art thou ofche Nobility,or 
Commonalty ? Art thou merchant or Souldier? ofthe Cit 
or Country? Art thou Preacher or Auditor? Art thou Tu- 
tor or Pupill ? There hue beene of thy funRion bad and 
good ,prophane and holy. I induce theſe inftances to.con- 

rme this common argument, that the vic ofany generall 

thing isnot for any oneparticular abuſe to be condemned; 
for if that aſſertion ſtood firme, wee ſhould run into many 
notablc inconueniences. 

| Diuilocuaeſt templis angeuſitor baue quog, vitet, 
Is culpary ſi qua oft ingenioſa name, -* 


Ts 
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To proceed to the matter: Firſt,playing is an ornament 
to the Citry, which ſtrangers of all Nations, repairing hi-. 
ther, report of in their Countries, beholding them-here 
with ſome admiration: for what variety of entertamment 
canthere be in ary Citty of Chriſtendome, more then in 
Londen? But ſome will ſay,this diſh might be very well ſpa-- 
reS$out of the banquet : ro him Ianfwere, Dzopexer;that y- 
ſed roo feede oh rootes, cannot reliſh a March-bave. Se- 
condly,our Engl tongue, which hath ben the moſt harſh, 
yneuen, and broken language dftke world, part Detch, 
part Iriſh, Sax9n, Scorch, Welſh, and indeed a gallimaffry of 
many,but perfc&t in none, is now by this ſecondary meanes 
of playing, continuaHy refined, every writer ſtriving in 
himſelte to adde a new floriſh vnto it; ſo thatin proceſſe, 
fromthe moſtrude and vnpoliſht rongue,it js growne to a 
moſt perfe and compoſed language, and many excellent 
workes,andclaborate Poems writ inthe ſame,that many 
Nations grow inamored of our tongue (beforedeſpilſed.) 
Neither Saphicke, Tonicke, Iambicke, Phaleuticke, Ado. 
nicke,Gliconicke, Hexamiter, Tctramitrer,Pemamiter, Aſ- 
elepediacke, Choriambicke, nor any other meaſured verſe 
vied among the Greekes, Latins, Italians. French, Dutch,or 
Sp. writers, but may be expreft in ExgliG,be itin blanke 
yerſe,or meeter,in Diſtichon, or Hexaſtichon, or in-whar 
forme or feet, or whatnumber you can defire. Thus you 
ſeeto what excellency our refined En7b/p is brought, that 
in theſe daies we are aſhamed of that Exphony & cloquence 
which within theſe 60 yeares, the beſt tongues inthe land 
were proud to pronounce. Thirdly, playes haue made 
the ignorant more apprehenſiue, taught the: vtlearned the 
knowted ge of many famous hiftories, inftruſted ſuch as ci- 
not reade in the diſcouery of all our Engliſh Chronicles: & 
what man haue you nowof that weake capacity, that can- 
not diſcourſe of any notable thing recorded evenfrom Wl- 
fam the Conqueronr, nay fromthe-landing of Brate, vntill 


this day, beeing poſleſt. of their true vic, Fox, or becauſe 
«257, ; EO F 3 Playcs. 


An Apology 
Playes are writ with this _ e, and carryed with this 
methode, to teach the ſubie&ts obedience to their King, 
to ſhewthe people the vatimely ends of ſuch as haue mo= 
1% ued tumults, commotions, and inſurreAions,to preſent the 
7 , withthe flouriſhing eſtate of ſuch as liue in obedience,ex- 
'# Vic of Tra8*- horting thera to allegeance, dehorting them from all tray- 
3 dics. 0 | 

[3 rerous and fellonious ftratagems, WW 

{| Omne genus ſcripti grauitate Tragedifvineir, 

If we preſent a Tragedy, we include the fatall and abor- 
tive ends of fuch as commit notorious murders, which is 
agpgrauatedand aRed with all the Art that may be,toterti- 
fie men fromthe like abhorred practiſes, If wee peofens 2 
forreigne Hiſtory, the ſubiect is ſo intended, that in the 
liues of Romans, Grecians, or others, either the vertues of 
our Country-men are extolled,or their vices reproued, as 
thus, by the example of Ceſar to ſtir ſouldiers to yalour, & 
magnanimity : by the fall of Pompey, that no man truſt in 
bis owne ſtrength: wepreſent A/exander, killing his friend 
in bis rage,toreproue raſhneſle : Mans, choked with his 

old, to taxe couctouſnefſe: Vers againſt tyranny : Ser da- 

nepalur,againſt luxury : Nynws, againſt ambition, with infle 

nite others, by ſundry inſtances, cither animating men te 

Vic of Morals. noble atremprs, or attachingthe conſciences ofthe ſpefta= 

tors,finding themſclues rouchr in preſenting the vices of 

others, If amorall, it is to -perſwade mento Lallnacing and 

good life, to;inſtruft them in ciuility and good manners, 

Vſc'of Come-ſhewing them the fruits of honeſty, and the end of vile 
dyes,” lanys Uerfibur expont Tragicis res (,omicanonwunlt, 

Againe, Horace, Arte Pottica. 

Et noftriproavs Plautinos &- numeres et 
Laudavereſaler ——— 

If a Comedy, it is pleaſantly contriued with merry acci- 
dents,and intermixt with apt and witty ieſts,topreſent be- 
fore the Prince at certain times of ſolemnity,or elſe merily 
fitted to the Rage, And what is then the ſubieR of this 
harmelefle wicrh? either inthe ſhape ofa Clowne,to ; gn 

j [ otaers 


* Vſcof Hiſtori- 
call playes. 
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ethers their louenly and vnhanſome behauijour, that they 


may reforme that ſimplicity in themſelues, which others * 
make their ſport, leſt they happen to become the like ſub= 's 
ie of generall ſcorne toan auditory, elſe it intreates of | 


loue, deriding fooliſh inamorates, who ſpend their ages, 

their ſpirits, nay themſclues, in the ſeruile and ridiculous "| 

imployments of their Miſtrefſes: and theſe are mingled | 

with ſportfull accidents, to recreate fuch as of themſelues 

are wholly deuoted to Melancholly, which corrupts the * 

bloud : orto refreſh ſuch weary ſpirits as atetired with la- | 

bour,or ſtudy, ro moderate the cares and heauinefle of the = 

miade, thatthey may returne to their trades and faculties " "mY 

with more zeale ob earneſtneſfle, after ſome ſmall ſoft and | 
leaſant retirement. Sometimes they diſcourſe of Panta- 

jocks: Voren that have vnthrifty ſonnes, which both the FI 

fathers and ſonnes may behold to their inſtructions:ſome- 4 

times of Curtefans, todiuulge their ſubtelties and ſrares, 

in which yong men may be intangled, ſhewing them the 

meanes to auoydthem, If we pref ent a Paſforall, we ſhew Vſc of Paſto« 

the harmeleſle loue of Sheepheards diuerſly moralized,di- rals, h 

Ninguiſhing betwixtthe craft of the Citty, and the inno« 

cency of the ſheep. coar. Briefly,there is neither Tragedy, 

Hiſtory,Comedy, Morrall or Paſtorall, from which an in- 

finite vſecannot be gathered, Iſpeake notin the defence 

of any lafciuious ſhewes, ſcurrelous ieaſts, or fcandalous T 

inueRives:Ifthere be any ſuch, I baniſh them quite from "4 

my patronage ; yet Horace, Sermon 1, Satyy 4. thus | 4 

Writes.. | 

Empolic at g, Cratinus eAriſtophaneſq; Poete, 

Atque al quorum Comediapriſca virornm eſt: j 

Siquis erat dignns deſcribs,quod malns,ant fur, 

nod HMechus foret, aut ſicarius,ant alioqui, 

Famoſus multa cum libertate notabunt. 
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r,Cratinus, Ariſtephanes,and other Comike Poets in 


time of Horace, withlarge ſcope,and ynbridled liberty | 
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ding furtheramongſt ether Vniuerlity-playes, heremem- 


An Apology 
boldly-and plainly ſcourged all ſuch abuſes as in their ages 
were generally praiſed, to the ſtaining and blemiſhing of 
a fhire and beautifull Common-weale. Likewiſe,a learned 
Gentleman 1n his Apolcgy for Poetry, ſpeakes thus : Tra- 
gedies well handled be a moſt w. rthy kinde of Poefie.Co- | 
medies make mentee and ſhame ar their faults,and procec- 


bers the Tragedy of Kich.rrd the third, ated in Saint Johne 
in Cambridge, lo eflentially, that had the tyrant Phaleris 
beheld his bloudy proceedings, ir had mollified his heart, 
and made him relent at ſight of his inhumane maſfacres, 
Further,he commends of Commedies,the Cambridge Pedan« 
$144,20d the Oxford Bellam Grammaticate; and leauing them 
paſſes on to our publicke playes,ſpeaking liberally in their 
praiſe, and what commendable viſe may bee gathered of 
them. If you peruſe Margarita Poetica, you may ſee what 
excellent yſes and ſentences he hath gathered our of Te- 
rence his «Andrea, Enennchns, and thereft. Likewiſe out of 
Plintus his Amphitrio, Aſinaria, and moreouer, Ex Comadys 
Philodexis,Carols Acretin: Defalſa Hip erita,& tritti Mer- 
#87, Ronſy ver/ellenſis : Fx Comedia Philanira Vgolinmi parmene 
fit, all reuerend ſchollers, and Comicke Poets, reade elce 
the 4 Tragedies, Philunica, Petrur, Aman, K atherina,Clandy 
Rasletts Beiwenſir : Bur 1 ſhould tire my ſelfe tro reckonthe 
names of all French, Roman,German, Spaniſh, [talian,atnd Eng- 
1h Poets, being in number infinite, and their labours ex- 
tant to.approue their worthineſle. 

Is thy minde Noble? and wouldſtthou be furtherftir'd 
vp to magnanimity? Bchold, vpon the ſtage thou maiſt ſee 
Hercules, » Achilles, eAlexander, (Ceſar; Alcrbrades, Lyſandcr, 
Sertovins, Haniball, Antigonus, Phillp of 'Mated og, Methri- 
dates of Pontus,F-yrrhus of Epire, Age :laws, among the Le- 
cedemonians, Epaminondu, amongſt the Thehaus: Scewola a- 
lone entring the armed tents of Por/enna: Horatins ( hocles 

alone withſtanding the whole army of the etyiiar Leee 
nidet of Sparta, chooling a Lyonts leade a band of Deers, 
| cr 


For Afors. 


rather then one Deere to condut anarmy of Lyons, with 
infinite others intheir owne perſons qualities, & ſhapes,a- 
nimating thee with courage, deterring thee fro cowardiſe. 
Haſt thou of thy Country well deſerued? and art thouof 
thy labour euill requited? to affociate thee thou mayeſt ſee 
the valiant Reman Marcellus purſue Hannibalat Nola, con- 
quering Syracuſa,vanquiſhing the Gaxls,all Pads, andpre- 
ſently (for his reward) baniſht his Country into Greece. 
There thou mayeſt ſee Scipio eAffricanus, now triumphin 
for the conqueſt of all Africa, and immediatly exil'd the 
confines of Remania. Artthou inclined to luſt? behold the 
falles of the Trquins,inthe rape of Lycrece : the guerdon 
of luxury in the death of Sardanapains: Appins deſtroyed in 
the rauiſhing of Uirginia, and the deſtruction of Troy in 
the luſt of Helena. Art thou proud? our Scene his 2 wy 
thee with the fall of Phaeton, Narciſſus pining in the loue of 
his ſhadow,ambitious Hawon,now calling himſclfe a God, 
» and by and by thruſt headlong among the Diuels, Wepre- 
ſent men with the vglineſſe of theirvices, to make them 
the mare to abhorre them, as the Perſians yie,; who abouec 
all finnes, loathing drunkennefle, accuſtomed in their ſo. 
lemne feaſts, tromake their ſeruants and capriues extreme- 
ly ouercome with wine, and then call their children to 
view their nanny and lothſome behauiour, making them 
hate that fin inthemſelues, whichſhewedſo grofle and ab- 
hominable in others. The like-vſe may be gathered of the 
drunkards ſo naturally imitated in our playes, to the ap- 
Plaufe of the AQtor,content ofthe auditory,and reprouing 
of the vice. Artthou couctous? gono furtherthen Plamtne 
his Comedy called Exclie. 
Dumfallax ſeruus, durutpater, improba lena 
Vixerit, & meretrixblanda, Menanares erit, 
While th:r's falls ſernant,or obaurate ſire, 
Sly baud, ſmooth whore, Menandros wee | admire, 
Toendin a word. Art thou addited to prodigallity?en. 


uy ? cruelty? periury? flactery? or rage? our Scenes affoord 
| G thee 
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An Apology 


thee ſtore of men to ſhape your lives by, who be frugall, 
louing, gentle, trufly, withour ſoothing, andin all things 
temperate. Would(ſt thou be honourable? juſt, friendly, 
moderate, deuout, mercifull, and louing concord? thou 
mayelt ſce many of their fates andruines, whohaue becne 
-diſhonourable, iniuR, ſalſe,olutrenous, facrilegious, blou- - 
' dy-minded, and brochers of diſſention. Women likew*ſe 
that are chaſte, are by vs extolled,and encouraged in their 
yertues, being inſtanced by Diana, Beiphebe, Matilda, Lu- 
erece. and the Counteſſe of Salirbxry., The vnchaſte are by 
vs ſhewed their errors, in the perſons of Phrme, Lay,T has, 
Fhra: and amongt ys, Roſamond, and Miſtreſſe Shore, What 
can ſoonerprint modeſty in the ſoules of the wanton, then 
by difcoucring vnro them the monſtrouſacle of their fin ? 
It followes that we prouc theſe exerciſes to haue bee 1e the 
diſcouerers of many notorious murders, long concealed 
from the eyes of the world, To omit all farre.fetchr inftin. 
ces,we wil proucit by a domeſtike, and home-bornetruth,,- 
Dy ac- which within theſe few yeares happened, At Linin Nore 
_ \ 1+ folke, the then Earle of Suſex.players ating the old Hiſto- 
one each ry.of Fryer France, & preſenting a woman, who inſatiately 
doting on a yong gentleman, had (the more ſecurely to en- 
1 joy his affeGion)) miſchicuouſly and ſeceretly murdered 
| Her husband, whoſe ghoſt haunted her, and at divers times 
| In her moſt ſolitary and priuate contemplations, in moſt 
horrid and fearefull ſhapes, appeared,and ſtood before her, 
As this was ated, atownes-woman (till then of good eſti- 
mation and report) finding her conſcience (at this preſen- 
ment)extremely troubled, fuddenly skritched and cryd our 
Oh my husband, my husband ! I be the ghoſt of my hus- 
band fiercely threatning and menacing me, At which ſhrill 
and vexpeRed out-cry, the people about her,moou'd to a 
Ntrange amazement, inquired the reaſon of her clamour, 
when preſently vn-urged,ſhetold them, that ſeuen yeares 
ago, ſhe,tobepoſſeſt of ſuch a Gentleman (meaning him) 


had poyſoned her husband, whoſe fearefull image ee” 


For AAors, 
tedir ſelfe in the ſhape of that ghoſt : whereupon the mur< 
drefſe was apprehended, beforethe Tuſtices further exami. 
ned,& by her voluntary conteſſtonafter condemned, That 
this is true, as well by the report of the Aftors as there- 
cords of the Towne, there are many cye-witneſles of this 
accident yer liuing, yocally to confirme it. 


As ſtrange anaccident happenedto a company of the A ſtrange ac- 
ſame quality ſome 1 2yeares ago, ornot ſo much, who play- cident happos 
ing late inthe night ata place called Perinin Cormpall,cer. 21g at a play, 


taine Spaniards were landed theſamenightynſuſpeRed,and 
yndiſcoucred, with intent to take in the towne, ſpoyle and 
burneit, when ſuddenly,euen vpon theirentrance,the play- 
ers(ignorantas the rownes-men of any ſuch attempr)pre- 
fenting abattle on the ſtage with their drum and trumpets 
ſtrooke vp alowd alarme : which the enemy hearing, and 
fearing they were diſcouered,amazedly retired, made ſome 
fewidleſhot in a brauado, and ſoina furl -burly fled diſ- 
” orderly to their boats, Ar the report of this cumulr, the 
townes-men were immediatly armed, and purſued them to 
the ſea, prayſing God for their happy deliverance from ſe 
great a danger, who by his prouidence made theſe firan- 

ers the inſtrument and ſecondary meanes of their eſcape 
| 26% ſuch imminent miſchife, and the tyranny of ſo re» 


morcelefl: an enemy. 


Another ofthe like wonder happened at e AmFerdamin A ftrange ac- 
(well cident happe= 


knowne)trauelling thoſe Countryes, as they were before 2ing at a play, 


Holland, acompany of our Engls/b Comedians 


the Burpers and other the chiefe inhabitants,aRing the laſt 
part of £ 4 ſons of Aywern,towards the laſtat of the hiſto. 
ry,where penitent Rexa/ds, hike a common labourer, lived 
in dif, uſe, vowing as his laſt pennance, to labour & carry 
burdens tothe ſtructure ofa goodly Church thereto be c- 
reed: whoſe diligence os enuying, fince by= 


| reaſon of his ature and m__ hee did vſually perfeRt 
more worke in a day, then a dozen ofthe beſt, (hee wor- 


king fox his conſcience,they for _ lucres.) WAGER 
A Y 


hy — 


* 
em En IO — 


| AdoDd 


10198 


An Apologie 
by reaſon his induſtry had ſo much diſparaged their living, 
conſpired amongſt themſe]ues to kill him, waiting ſome 
oppottunityro finde himaſleepe, which they might caſfily 
doe, ſince the ſoreſt labourers are the ſoundeſt ſleepers, and 
induſtry is the beſt preparatiue to reft, Having ſpy'd their 
opportunity, they draue anaile into his temples, of which 
wou-+d immediatly he dyed. Asthe ACtors handled this, 
the audience might on a ſodaine vaderitand an out-ery, 
and loud ſhrike in a remote gallery, and preſſing abont the 
place, they might perceive a woman of great grauity, 
ſtrangely amazed, who witha diſtrafted &troubled braine 
oft ſighed our theſe words : Oh my husband, my husband! 
The play, without further interruption, proceeded; the wo. 
man was to her owne houſe condudted, withour any appa- 
rant ſuſpition,, euery one conieCturing as their fancies led 
them. Inthis agony ſhe ſome fewdayes languiſhed, and. 
on atime,as certaine of her well-difpoled neighbours came 
to comfort her, one among the reſt being Church-war. 
den, to him the Sexton poſts, totell him of a ſtrange thin 
happening him inthe ripping vp ofa graue: ſee here(quot 
he) what I haue found, and fhewes them a faire skull, with 
a great nayle pierſt quite through the braine-pan, but we 
cannot conieture to whom it ſhould belong, nor how long 
ithath laine in the earth, the graue being confuſed, andthe 
fleſh confumed, Art the report ofthis accident, the wo- 
man, out: of the trouble of her afflited conſcience, 
difcouered a former murder, For 12 yeares ago,' by dris 
uing that nayle into that skull, being the head of her huſ- 
band,ſhe had trecherouſlyflaine him. This being publick- 
ly confeſt,ſh-2 was arraigned, condemned, .adiudged, and 
burned, Bur Idraw my ſubie& vo greater length then 1 
purpoſed: theſe therefore out of other infinites, I haue 
colleed,both for their familiarneſſe and lateneſſe of me- 
mory. 3 

Thus 6ur Antiquity we haue brought from the Gree 
inthetioeof Herewer: from the Macedenians in the age of 


For Acors, 


eMlexandrr: from the Romans long before Inlims (afar, and 
fince him,through the reigns of 23 Emperours ſucceeding, 
euento Marcus eAureling : after him they were ſupported 
by the MMantrwans,Venetians, Val: ncians, Neepolitans,the Flo- 
rentines;and others : ſince, by the German Princes, the Palſ- 
graue, the Land/grane, the Dukes of Saxony, of Brounſwicke, 


&c, The Cardinall at Zraxels, hath at this time inpay, a 
company of our Engliſb Comedians. The French King al- 
lowes certaine companies in Parts, Orleans, beſides other 
Cities : ſodoth the King of Spaine,in Cini/l,;Maarill,and o- 
ther prouinces. Bur in no Country they are of that emi- 
nencethat ours are : ſo our moſt royall, and everrenouned 
ſoueraigne, hath licenced vs in London:fodid his predeceſ- 
ſor, the thrice vertuous virgin, Queene Elizabeth, and be- 
fore her, her ſiſter, Queene Aary,, Edward the fixch, and 
their father, Henry the cighth :and before theſe intherench 
yeare of the reigne of Fdwardthe fourth, 4une 1490. labs 
Stowe, an ancient and graue Chronicler, recqrds (amopegſt 
other yarieties tending to the like effe) that a play was 
aRedart a place called Skinners well, faſt by Glerken-well, 
which continued eight dayes, and was af matter from e-L- 
dem and Exec, (the firſt creation of the world.) The ſpecta- 
tors wereno worſe then the Royalty of ys 20 And a- 


Cardinall 
Alfonſus. 


mongſt other commendable exerciſes in this place, the 


Company of the Skinners of London held c 


1 n oFtaine yearcly 
folemneplayes; In plate wherof, now in ph daies, 


the wraftling, andſuch other paſtimes haue been kept, and Times * 
js ſtill held Th Bartholmew-tide. Allo in the "93 1390, vv A 


the 14 yeare of the reigne of Richardthe ſecond, the 18, of 
Tuly,were the like Enterlades recorded of atthe ſame place, 
which continued 3 dayes together, the King and Queene, 
and Nobility being there preſent. Moreouer, to this day,in 
diuers places of Englend,there be townes that hold the pri- 
uiledge of their Faires,and other Charters by yearely ſtage. 


playes, as at Manmugtree in Suffolke, Kendall inthe Nerth, . 


& others, To letthele paſſe, as things famuliarly kaowne to 
| | | G3 
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all men. Now to ſpeake of ſome abuſe lately crept intothe 
quality, as an inueighing againſt the State, the Court, the 
> Jan Cirry, and their gouernements; with the particu- 
larizing of priuate mens humors (yet aliue) Noble-men, & 
others. 1 know'it diſtaſtes many ; neither do Iany way ap- 
Proucit, nor dare I by any meanes excuſe it. The liberty 
which ſome arrogateto themſclues, committing their bit« 
cerneſſe, andliberall inucQuues againſt all eſtates, to the 
mouthes of Children, fi uppoing their iuniority to be & 
priuiledpgefor any rayling,beit never {o violenrt,1I could ad- 
uiſe all ſuch, tocurbe and limit this prcſumedliberty with- 
in the bands of diſcretion and gouernment, But wiſe and 
iuditial Cenſurers,before whom ſuch complaints ſhall at a« 
ny time hereafter come,wil not (Ihope) impute theſe abu- 
ſestoany tranſgrefſioninvs, who haue euer been carefull 
and prouvident to ſhun the like, I ſurceaſe to proſecute 
this avy further, left my good meaning be (by ſome) 
miſconftrued : and fearing likewiſe,leſt with cedi. 
"euſnefle Tire the patience of the fauourable 
| Reader, heere(though abruptly) 1 
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wor oper mini parumiarey oft. 


conclude my third and laſt | LE 


Tomy approued good Friend, 
Mr- Ntcholas Okes. 


Er tt, H E infinite faults eſcaped in my 


N/bouke of Britaines T rop,by the 1eglt- 
gence of the Printer, as the miſquo- 
BD bn placing Halte lines,coining of ſtrige 
"and ncuer heard of words. Thele be- 
ing without number, when I would haue taken a 
particular account of the Errata, the Printeranſwe- 
red me, hee would not publiſh his ewne difworke- 
manſhip, bur rather let his owne fault lye vpon the 
necke of the Author: and being fearctull chat others. 
of his quality, had beene of the ſame nature, 
and condition, and finding you onthe contrary, ſo 
carefull.and induſtrious,ſfo ſerious and laborious to 
doe the Author all the rights of the preſſe; I could 
not chooſe but gratulate your'honeſt indeauours 
with this ſhort remembrance. Here likewiſe,I muſt 
neceſſarily inſert amanifeſt iniury done me in that 
worke, by taking the two Epiſtles of P«risto Helen, 
and Helen to Paris, and printing them ina lefle vo- 
lume, vnder the name of another, which may pur 
the world in opinion I might ſteale them from him; 
and hee to doc himſelfe right, hath fince publiſhed 
them.inhis owne name : butas Lmuſtacknowledge 
wy 


Vs cations, miſtaking of ſillables, mi{-” 
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The Author to the Printer. 


my lines not worthy his patronage, vnder whom he 
hath publiſht them, ſo the Author I know much of. 
fended with M. /aggard (that altogether vnknowne 
to him) preſumed to make ſo bold with his name. 
Theſe, and the like diſhoneſties I know youto 
bee cleere of; and I could wiſh bur to bee 
the happy Author of ſo worthy a worke 
as I could willingly committo your 
care and workmanſhip. 


Tours cues 


Trxouas Harvyo 0D» 
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